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And eſpecially, to thoſe who have Hypocriti- | 
-ally pretended to Juſtice, Mercy, Honefty and Re- 
ligtop ; (as alſo to them who have lived in open 
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Of the ſam2 Authors, omitted in the firſt Imprint- 
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A 
PROCLAMATION 


In the Name of the King of Kings, 


To the Inhabitants of the I/les of Great Brit- 

| tains eſpecially to all thoſe who have Hypo- 
eritically pretended to Juſtice , Mercy, 
Honeſty and Religion ; as alſo, to them, 
who live in open Prophaneſs and Impiety 3 
ſummoning them to Repentance, by denoun- 
cing GOD'S Judgments ; and thereto en- 
couraging them , by declaring his Mercy, 
offered in the Everlaſting Goſpel. 


N the firſt day of the Week, the ſe. 
cond day of the firſt Moneth, in the 
ſecond Year of revived Monarchy 
in theſe Iſlands, and in the eighth 

« Moneth of my Confinement, for diſcharging my 

* Conſcience ; My Conſort being then with me in 

«* the houſe of my Impriſonment, and intending to 

« reade ſome parcel of holy Scripture for our in- 

« firuRion and refreſhment; The filt place pre. 

« ſenning it ſelf to her view, and then read, was the 

« ſeyenth Chapter of the Prophecy of Feremiah ; 

« the Contents whereof, and part of the next, ſeemed 

« to my underſtanding , when I had heard them, 

«* to be ſo pertinent to theſe Nations in this Genera- 

© 1190, 
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« tjox, that I was immediatly inſpired with a fir3ng 
« per{waſion, that the effe& 'of thoſe words, here- 
© tofore diftated ro Jeremiah by the LORD, 
« was then ſpoken to me, by the Spirit of the ſame 
« GOD; and, he having given me fifty years Ex. 
< perience of the TranſaRtions berween Himſelf and 
&« this People, fince I came to years of diſcretion , 
© and alſo called me to be a Prophet. by that Or. 
« dinary Anointing, whereof every true Member 
« of Jeſs Chriſt is partaker ; I thereupon thought 
<« my ſelf as truly obliged in Conſcience, to pro. 
© clam it to all the Provinces, Connties, Towns, 
« and Cities of theſe Iſtands, as the ſaid Propher 
& Feremiah was to publiſh ic in the Gate of the 
*« LORD's Houle at Jeruſalem. Therefore, in obe- 
©« dience to that [nternal Motion, T now declare 

«and apply it in the ſame tearms, changing and 

* adding only the names and prevarications therein 

« mentioned, into thoſe which are proper to this 

* Teme and Place, The Effet of the ſaid Pro. 

« phecy, is this Which next follows pafaphraſtically 

« expreſſed ; and in the Name and Feaf of GOD, 

« I thus proclaim it, Aſmbatis mutands, 


JEREM- 


—— 


FERE MI AH, the 7th Chapter, and 
part of the 8:6, 


He Word which came to the Prophet 7e.. 
remiah from the L ORD, came to me,by 
the ſaid. Prophet , (aying ; Stand in the 
Gate of this City, wherein the LO RD 
bath yet hs Houſe, there Proclaim this Word, and 
lay ; Hear the Word of the LORD, all ye Inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, who pretend to worſhip 
the LORD. Thus faith the LORD, the LORD 
of Hoſts, the G O D of 1ſrael, and your GOD: 
Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cauſe 
you to dwell in this place. Truſt ye not. in lying 
words, (or, in your formal ſanttity and will-worſhip ) 
ſaying, The Temple of the LORD, The Temple of 
the LORD, ( zor ſay in boaſt, here i only his trug 
reformed Church, and with 14 are his Ordjnances) 
for know,” The Temple of the L O RD are thele, 
even they that obey his Word ,; iz them he dwells, 
and among them 1s his approved Worſhip, It you 
amend your wayes and your doings ; If you tho- 
rowly execute Judgement berween a man and his 
neighbour z. It you oppreſs not the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs, or the Widow, nor ſhed innocent Blood 
in this place, nor walk after other Gods in your 
hearr, to your hurt, (»oy worſhip the True GOD ac- 
cording to the ſuperſtitious Inventions of men) then 
will 1 cauſe you to dwell in this place, which I 
| oave unto your fathers, for ever. But, behold, ye 


truſt in lying words, that cannot profic ; Will ye 
ſteal, 


fleal, murder, commit Adultery, ſwear falſly, fa- 
crifice to falle Gods, and walk after ſuch as ye 
know not, and then come and fiand before me un 
my Houſe, or think in your bearts you were deli- 
vered from your late troubles, to doall theſe abo. 
minations ? Is that Houſe which is called by my 
Name, become a Den of Robbers .in your eyes ? 
Behold, I have ſeen ic, faith the LORD, - Conſider 
now my Place which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my 
Name at the firft : Conſider alſo the City of Ferwuſa. 
lem, and my Temple therein : heed what I did to' 
thofe places for the wickedneſs of my People 1/. 
rael: For, in regard ye have done ſuch works as 
they did, faiththe LORD; and, foraſmuch as I 
fpake unto you ( 4s / did ro them ) rifing up early, 
yet was not heard, nor anſwered wheh I called 
upon you-; I will now do unto thoſe Temples wp- 
on which ye have impoſed my Name, and to that 
Superſtitions Worſhip, where ye truſt, as T have 
done to Shiloh and Toruſalew : For I will caſt you 
out of my fight, as I (/ong ago) caft out Ephraim, 
(and as I lately caft out many of your brethren.) 
Therefore pray nor for this people, that they may 
totally be delivered ( from the remporary viſitation, 
which their wilful ſins have, as it were, conſtrained 
my Juftice to bring wpon them, leſt my Mercy ſhould 
be quite contemned ) life not up thy prayer, nor 
make interceſſion on their behalf, for I will not 
hear thee to that purpoſe, 

Seeſt thou not what they do in the Cities of theſe 
Iſes,and in the fireers of LO N DO N their chief 
City? ( Obſerveſt thou not what Swearings and 


Forſwearings there are ? what Diſſemblings? what 
Apoſtacies? 


— — CR 


9 p 
Apeftacies ? and how few are now ſecure from the 
S cbr and Temporal Oppreſſtons of mag 
tion ? (As they did in Feremiahs dayes) the Chit. 
dren gathered wood, the fathers kindled the fire, 
the women kneaded the dough to bake cakes for 
the Queen of Heaven , and to pour out drink 
oblations to other gods, that they might provoke 
me to anger, ſairh the LORD : (So the Children, 
the Fathers, the Women, and the People of all ſorts 


and _ , Contribute toward their Superſtitions, 


according to their abilities, after the mode of theſe 
times ; and pour out their drink Oblations of curſed 
healrhs, to thoſe Idols which they have ſet up and 
honour, to the provocation of GOD's wrath.) But 
do they provoke me to anger ſaith the LORD 2 
do they not rather provoke themſelves to the con- 
fuſion, of their own faces? Yerily they ds ſo: 
therefore , thus ſaith the LORD, Behold, my 
anger and my fury ſhall be poured out on this 
place, 'upon Man and Beaſt, upon the trees of 
the Field , 'upon the Fruits of the ground, and 
they ſhall conſume, as if they were burnt up with 
an unquenchable fire. Thus alſo, ſaith the 
LORD of hoſts, the GOD of 1ſrael ; (make your 
ſelves merry with your carnal delights, and Super- 
fitiows wanities : ) Put your burnt-offerings ts 

your Sacrifices, and eat Fleſh ; Add more of your 

formal Thanksgrvings, to your formal Humuliations, 

Revive the late interrupted Traditions of men ; 

Pleaſe your ſelves in them, and Gormundize upon the 

Prefus you raiſe out of them, untill you are fat ; yet 


' kxow,GOD delights not in them, What I ſpake*un- 


to your Fathers, and unto your ſelves, in the dayes 


wherein I brought you out of A&gypt, (out of the 
B bodily 


IO 
bodily and phoſily ſervitude of that myſtical Egypt, 
and out of that Babyloniſh Captivity, whereunto you 
are preparing to return ) I commanded nothing 
concerning ſuch ſacrifices as you have offered, 
(nor gave 1 unto you any ſuch Ordinances, as are 
many of thoſe which ye impoſed as mine ) But, 
this I commanded you, ſaying, obey my Voice, 
and I will be your GOD, and ye ſhall be my 
People : walk in the wayes that I have com- 
manded, that, it may be well with you ; never- 
theleſs, ye have not hearkned nor inclined your 
ear, but walking after the evil Counſels of- your 
own hearts, went backward and not forward. 
Ever fince that day, wherein I delivered you 
froms your Spiritual Thraldom, and in which I would 
have delivered you from your Corporeal ſlaveries ; 1 
have'even from that time until this day, ſent 
unto you my (ervants the Prophets ( of all ſorts, 
«nd with various diſpenſations ) rifing early , and 
dayly fending-them, as Þ did beretofore to my 
People Ifrael ; yet,you hearkned not unto megnor 
inclined your ear unto them ; but, hardiied your 
necks, and did worſe then your Fathers ; (yea, 
worſe then other tranſgreſſors whom 1 formerly de- 
ſtroyed , and by whoſe fall; ye ought to have taken 
warmng) Therefore thou ſhalt ipeak unto them 
theſe words: Even thow into whoſe heart I have 
put it 0 make application of what I heretofore ſpake by 
my Prophet r cry rw4 Proclaims ma. Hilary 
words, though they have not hearkped unto; them ; 
yea, . thou ſhalt call agaz» upon them though they 
wilb not anſwer thy expeitation; And,' thus thou 
ſhalt ſay unto them : This is a Nation-that obey- 
eth not the voice of the LORD their GOD, nor 
receive 
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receive Inſtruction a notwithſlanding the Judg. 
ments whereby I have lately proved them many years 
rogether ; and which, 1n part, yet lie upon them ; 
for, Truth is periſhed, and cut off from their 
mouth, 

Cut off therefore, your hair; lay aſide your 
Ornaments, and caſt them away ; Forbear your 
Pride, your Luxury, your Oppreſſions, and the Tro- 
phies of your vanities, in this time at leaſt of penury 
and Afﬀuttions ; and take up a Lamentarion in 
the high Places, wherein ye have exalted your 
own Inventions : For, the LORD hath rejected 
and forſaken the Generations of his wrath, The 
Children and Inhabitants of theſe Iſles, have 
done evil in my fight, ſaith the LORD, They 
have ſet up their abominations in my houſe to 
pollute it, and in thoſe places whereupon they have 
1mpoſed my Name , inſtead of what I commanded, 
They have buile high places , wherein are come 
mitted things as abominable as the ſacrificing of 
ſons heretofore in Tophet in the valley of che ibn 
of Hinnom, They have ſet up ſet wayes of worſhip« 
ping me, as were nov commanded by me, nor ever 
entred into my heart : Therefore, the dayes will 
come ſaith the LORD ; that thofe Places ſhall 
not be called by their old nam2s , but places of 
ſlaughter, and in them ſhall be Burials, until 
there be not reome to contain more, Then, the 
Carkaſles of theſe Nations ſhall be meat forthe 
Fowls of Heaven,and far the Beaſts of the Earth; 
and no man ſhall fright them away. Then, alſo, 
will I cauſe to ceaſe from the Cities of Great 
Brutain, and from the Streets even of her chief 
City, the voyce of mirth and gladneſs the 
B 2 VOyce 


voyce of a cheerful Bridegroom and his Bride ; 

the ſound of thoſe Muſical Inflruments wherein 
Je are now ſo delighted, with all the altar'd Relicks 
of Superſtition, Moreover, thus ſaith the LORD, 
a time will come wherein they ſhall take the 
bones of your Kings, and the bones of your 
Princes, (4s it lately befell to others) and the bones 
of yout Prieſts (ond Prelates ) and the bones of 
your Prophets who ſeduced you, and the bones of 
the Inhabitants of yeur chief City out of their 
Graves, and ſpread them before the Sun and 
Moon , and before 'the Hoaſt of Heaven, and 
before the face of thoſe falſe gods whom you have 
loved, ſerved, walked after, ſought and worſhip» 
ped, and they ſhall never be gathered together, 
nor buried, but be as dung upon the face of the 
Earth, And , death ſhall be rather choſen then 
life, of all thoſe who remain of this evil Family, 
whereſover they remain in the places whither I 
have driven them, ſaith the LORD of Hoaſts, 
Thou ſhalt ſay thus likewiſe unto them ; Thus 
ſaith the LOAD, ſhall they fall and not riſe ? 
Shall they cauſe him ſo to turn away from them 
that he ſhall not return ? If not, why then is this 
People flidder» back by a perpetual backſliding ? 
holding faſt their deceit , and refuſing to xeturn ? 
I hearkned and heard, but they ſpake not atight, 
no man repenteth himſelf perfectly of. his wic- 
kedneſs,ſaying, what have I done ? but every one 
runneth on :n os courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth in- 
to the battel. They are more brutiſh than the brute 
Creatures ;, for, the Stork knoweth her appointed 
time ; the Turtle, the Crane, and the Swallow 
know the time of their coming , but wy __ 
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know not the Judgement of the Lord ; yet, they 
ſay, We are wiſe, and the Law of the LORD is 
with us ; yea, they beaſt 4s if they were the moſt 
wr , axd beſt reformed Church of Chriſt upon 
Earth. 

<« The remainder of- this Prophetical rebuke 
© and Invitation to Repentance , I leave to be 
« veruſed in the I of Feremiab, and 
<< applyed by every Reader as G OD ſhall give 
« him underſtanding, that the Myſtical Ba/m of 
©« Gilead therein mentioned, may be timely ſought 
« after ; and that Phyſitian found, by whom our 
©*© Maladies may be cured ; To which purpoſe, I 
& will proceed with what I have more to fay , in 
<« order to the making you defirous and capable 
« of receiving benefit by that {niver(al Joſpet, 
* which the Angel flying through the mudſt of 
« Heaven, was to Preach to every Nation, Kind. 
© red, Toxgue and People throughout the Warld ; 
*<and, after a more general reception thereof 
*© (it being that which will _— the whole 
* Myſtery of Iniquuty,Root and Branch) the Angel 
** next immediately following,will bring tidings, 
*© that Babylon is fallen, 

This foregoing Branch of the Prophet Ferenner 
Commithon ; being, (as itwere by way of Exem- 
plification) delivered out to me upon-the occahon 
aforeſaid, I was internally moved:to- publiſh it to 
theſe Nations in this my / Anat I have now 
done this day ; And Þ have performed it war- 
rantably ,- with a good Conſcience, becauſe, I 


am infallibly aſſured, that, it was zecorded for ' 


all Nations and Generations to the end of the 
World, as well as intended for the Inhabitants 
of 


® 


of Judah in Feremiabs dayes ; and that it ought to 
be applyed to all thoſe who are found guiltie of 
the lame, or of the like Prevarications ; and this 
I believe, in regard he who doth nothing in vain, 
would not have preſerved, during ſo many Ages, 
this Record of his Judgements,and of the parti- 
cular paſſages between him and his People ; and 
cruſed it to have been ſo diſperſed throughout 
the Earth , had it not concerned all hi People in 
all Times and Places, Therefore, it evidently 
appearing unto me, that GOD moved me to a 
ply it to theſe Nations, I have accordingly made 
Application, in this manner ; conceiving it.will 
operate the more effectually, by being expreſſed 
in the Prophets own powerful words & ſenſe; and 
much better” heeded and regarded then in mine 
onely ; or if it had been A ork by my own 
Premeditated Deſign, though I have ſeen enough 
to warrant the juſtneſs and neceſſity of making 
ſuch an Addrefle upon a morral account, . I have 
not hereby charged upon theſe Nations any tranſ- 
oreſhon which was charged upon the Inhabitants 
of Fudea and Feruſalem by the Prophet Feremiah, 
(nor any Prevarications reſembling their fins or 
to them. equivolent) but, fuch as GOD, my own 
Conſcience , and moſt men know ( or may know) 
theſe Natons are guilty of ; nor do I exclude wy 
ſelf out of that number which needs Repentance, 
but; have performed my duty faithfully withour 
reſpet or difreſpe& of: Perſons according to my 
underſtanding. And;”deing conſcious that it is 
my duty ſo'to'do, I will now , by the Authority 
of thoſe Credentials, which GOD hath written in 
my heart(and which are in part,publickly any 
maxe 


make uſe of them in ſuch Immergenicies and Con- 
tingencies as occur, faithfully adding what I 
believe he hath further Commiſſioned me to de- 
clare, ſo far forth as my Experience and his kyown 
Inſtrufioxs, joyntly conſidered, ſhall indubirably 
warrant. - And that is, at this time to ſend out 
among you an Exhortation to be wary, that you 
fill harden not your hearts as in thoſe former 
dayes of. Temptation and Provocation , wherein 
ye provoked GOD's wrath : but,that you hearken 
unto his Voice whilſt the day of Grace laſteth, 
But, alas {I am between hope and fear, it is 
almoſt too late with many ; For, they who are 
worſt, have ſo high a conceit of themſelves, that 
there 1s more hope of meer fooles then- of them. 
They think themſelves to be fafe &clear-ſighted, 
when they are indeed, miſerable,poor, blind, and 
naked; they ſuppoſe.they are ſetled upon the hill 
of Sion, whereas, they are yet but as it were upon 
the mount G:/boa, even in ſlippery places, where 
they cannot long ſtand faft ; For, we have almoſt 
ſo generally indulged Oppreſſions , njuſtice, and 
Vanties, that they ſeem to be the principal ſup- 
porters of our Safety, Power, and Honour ; yea 
to be eſſential to our Lawes and legal Cuſtoms, as 
alſoſo great a part of our Revenues, & the means 
of our Swhftance,that,we-can hardly live without 
them. Verily break off in due time from your 
fins, and from all the occaſions of. tranſgrefling ; 
Hear, repent and turn ſpeedily tothe LORD our 

GOD, not preſuningnor deſparing. | 
In the firſt place;I do humbly (though I might 
do it Magiſterially) beſeech you my dear brethren 
(who ſeeming whe Profeſlors of the Mp” = 
iNem- 


diſſembledor Apoſtatized,or any way given octa- 
fion of Scendal j be exemplary to others in a ſignal 
Repentaxce : For,nor your formal, nor your former 
Righreouſneſs, will avail, if you have Apoſta. 
tized from .it. Though not in reſpe&.co my 
words, yet for the Honour of GOD, whoſe ſer- 
vants you are thought to be,and for yaur own ſafe- 
ry ſak?, repent and turn ta the LORD unfeigned- 
ly, all ye, -who have hitherto taken the Name of 
briK in vain, and prophaned it , ' by not living 
the LifÞof Chr:ſt according to thoſe Dodtrines of 
his , which ye have profefied ; nor attizg,. nor 
ſuffering conltantly according to that boxefty, and 
Piety, whereof ye made fair outward ſhewes : 
For., many of 'you have made ſordid Gaia by 2 
pretended Godlzefe ; and like. the ' Religious 
Whore, of Whom 'S«/omar ſpeaketh, have made 
your ſeemmp holizeſs, and formal Devotions and 
Conformities , to be Preambles and Brokers to 
your Avarice and wncleanneſs, There have been 
very great failings of late.inthat kind among the 
beſt of us ; ſo much ſelf-ſcekzug , diſſembling and 
eApeſtatizang , that, there was little truth in our 
words, or deeds; and very great and ſevere are 
thoſe chaſtiſemexts which GOD hath already laid 
upon us for our tranſgrefſions , and greater are 
yet to come, if we more heartily repenc not; All 
GOD': Fudgements aforementioned, and threat- 
ned againft Frdab,by the Prophet Ferem:ab,might 
have been prevented by timely Penuwence ; a 
ſo may thoſe wherewith weare threatned , and 
theſe alſo be quite removed, which yet continue. 
Bur, neither our Righteouſneſs in time paſt, from 
which we have Apoltatized , ſhAl profit us ; nor 


ſhall 


(hail our fins which we have heretofore commit 
ted damnifie us, if we reform our wayes : For, 
GOD hath not onely ſaid it , but ſworn it alſo by 


' bis own Life , Exzek. 33. 11, 12. &c, As T live 


ſaith the LORD, 1 have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but rather, that he- may turn from bu 
wickedneſs and lvoe ; The Righteouſneſs of the 
Righteous ſhall net deliver him in the day of his 
Trarſgreſſion , nor ſhall the wicked fall by his wic- 
bedneſs in the day that he turneth from it : neither 
the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall be remem- 
bred when he committeth Sin, without Repentance ; 
nor the wickedneſs of the wicked be mentioned, when 
he for ſakgth his Sin; but he ſhall ſurely liwve,theugh 1 
formerly ſaid unto him, thou ſhalt ſurely die, GOD, 
who will not«be mocked, hath begun to execur* 
Fudgements at his own Houſe, and we prolong and 
increaſe them, by continuing and encreafing our 
Trangreſſions ; yea, and not onely by our little 
awe of his Judgements, but by not rightly con- 
fdering his Love, and by defe& of that mutual 
ard hearty love to each other which moſt eſſenti- 
ally denominats us to be Chriſts Diſciples ; for, 
we have thereby multiplyed our ſorrows and 
Troubles , more then all our Adverſaries could 
elſe have done ; And, though we had no other 
Oppreſſors or Perſecutors , that alone is ſufficient 
(if it continue ) to make us utterly deſtroy our 
ſelves. Confider this, my dear brethren, with 
what it hath already brought upon us, that ye 
may ſpeedily repent : GOD vouchſafe his Grace 
to afſilt you therein, and to me Perſeverance 
allo, in unfeigned Repentavce and Amend- 


ment. 
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 Repent likewiſe,all ye,yho ſay in your hearts, 

T bere 15 no GOD, and ſport away your Salvation, 
by ſuch horrible Impxecations, as GOD damn me ; 
For, though you not onely think, but ſpeak and 
at alſo, as if indeed there was no GOD, you will 
one day find there is one, and that he hath ſeveral 
Wayes manifeſted himſelf unto you, both open- 
ly and in ſecret ( by his Judgements and Mercies 
upon your ſelves, and others for your example ) 
though you will not yet acknowledge it, but run 
on impudently, into all mariner of impietie and 
prophaneſs , promiſing unto your ſelves Peace, 
when deftru&ion hangs over your heads. For, as 
the Prophet ſaith, Jerem. 49. 12, and 25.29, Be- 
hold, ſaith the LORD, they whoſe Tub, nt wat 
not to drink, of the Cup, have already drunk thereof ; 
and ſhall you go unpunſhed ? you ſhall. not go wn- 
puniſhed, but ſhall ſurely drink, it. TI have begun to 
bring evil upon _ who are called by my Name, aud 
ſhall you utterly eſcape puniſhment? you ſhall not eſcape; 
for I will bring a ſword upon all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, ſaith the LORD, 

But, I will conclude with an Evangelical Con- 
folation ; and that which I ſhall declare unto you 
is an Epitome of the Everlaſting Goſpel , which 
aſcertaineth that Jeſus Chriſt is the Erernal Mercy 
of GOD, and the Redeemer of all mankznde accord- 
ing to the Covenant of Grace , the ſame to day, 
neſterday , ard for ever. This, Iam authorized 
to Preach unto you by an unqueſtionable Ordins- 
tion and Commiſſion ; For, I declare it according 
to that Original Commiſſion , which was given to 
all who were or ſhould' be the Mimſterial Diſct- 
ples of Feſms Chriſt , thereto qualified by the Gifts 

given 
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men : For, I declare it not by that Zighr alone 
which the Son of G1 D potencally ſet up in me 
when he aſfymed the Humane Natyre, (and wher- 
ith he enlightens in ſome degree every one who 
comes into the Woxld, for the Salvation of his 
own Soul). but, by having his Goſpel declared and 
witneſſed alſo unto me by that L:ghr in the 
Laxthorn of bus Word, whietrought to be a guide ro 
every mans feet, and the direction of all men in 
their wayes, leſt the, other Z:ght , being but likg 
that, which the Moon receiveth by refleion 
from the Su», may be darkned by the interpoſitt- 
ons of the Fleſh and the #orld,or by the deluſions 
of the Dewl, G O D's Threatnings, Mexcies,and 
Promuſes, are ally or for the moſt part, conditional ; 
and may be, or may not be, according as we demean 
our ſelves,when he calleth & offereth his prevent- 
zng and aſſiſting Grace ; wherein he'is never want- 
ing to perform; bis part of the Covenant made with 
wankind; in (brift Teſme. He is long-ſuſfering, ſlow 
to Anger,would all men ſhould be ſaved, and defiretþ 
not the death of any ſinner, There is no end of his 
Mercy, unleſs to them onely, who wilfully for- 
ſake him fuſt (after he ſo ſuthciently rewards the 
if) when he ſaith, Give me thy heart, whici 
he may give up unto him, by vertye of the 
Talent which he bath received; And, even to 
them 'who then refit his gracious offer , he js not 
extreamly (evere, unul they de (as it were) com- 
pri his Juſtice to limit his Compaſſion , by juſtly 
ardening them into a_firal Impentency, that his 
Mercy may not be 'made contemprible, to the 
diſadvantage of _ . by their yeilding tothe 
2 


Fliſh, 


which by his ayd they might have ſubdued; 


Pleſh 
and by theit ungratefully adhering” to, and*be- 
a ov _y 

{lieving his} and their greateſt Enemy, rather 

hthen truſtins to his Word, who placed them ina 
happy Condition ; and, when oy forfeited it by 


their own default, had ſo much compaſſion on 
them (even whilſt they were his Enemies) as to 
eive his onely begotten and dearly beloved Son, 
'© be diſgracefully Crucified to death for their 
tedemption. This Love being well conſidered, 
$ ſo ſtrong a Motive to Repentence, that, they with 
whom it prevailes not , will be little moved 
with Preaching Everlaſting Damnation in Hell 
Fire. - * 

If ye be not ſenſible of this unſpeakable Mer- 
cy, nor of Spiritual Fudgments, let the ſenſe ye yet 
have of thoſe that be T awporary, and COR, 
make entrance for the former into your ſerious 
and timely confideration, Beſide many other 
Plagues that now lie upon you, GOD hath latel 
threatned to deprive us of the Fruits of the Earth 
for our Trangreſhons ; we fear a Famine ; andit 
having already begun to pinch us, we pretended 
2 General Humiliation here '1n England, that our 
fear might be removed : But, what follows ? we 
continue till in our unrighteouſneſs and unmer- 
cifulneſs, proſecuting our former courſes, rather 
with more then lefle violence. The Oppreſled 
are not eaſed , but more oppreſſed, Prifoners 
"are not ſet free , to whom the Lawes allow Free- 
dom ; but, Jayls are daily repleniſhed with new 
gueſts, barbarouſly treated, Even harmleſs men 
and women ſuffer meerly for their Conſcrences in 
relation toGOD, @r upon miſfinformations = 
Mit» 
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miſprifions enly, unheard, and uncondemned by a 
legal convittion, Which C— are contrary to 
the Laws of G OD, of Watwre, and hkewile of 
theſe Nations, if they have any in force, For, if the 
Complainants ſad cryes, which 1 hear (and hear of 
be as creditable, as they are lamentable, many h 
Families are (and will be) expoſed to beggary, and 
eyen rich men will probably be made beggars alſo. 
They are ſhut up from their deareſt Relations ; and 
they themiſe]ves being deſpoiled of all their liveli. 
hoods, and of means to ſupply neceflaries by their 
labours, are defticute of all accommodations. They 
are lodged worſe than doggs, thronged up together 
in ſickneſs and in health, nothing left or provided 
for them to feed on (except they will eat their own 
fleſh) but what GOD providentially conveyes unto 
them, by the chatity of his Servants ; of which cha. 
riry they are ſometimes defrauded by their hard- 
hearred —_— and that which comes to hand, is 
handed-in alſo with much difficulry, Theſe cruel- 
ries are aggravated with many other oppreſſive con- 
commitants, which make them almoſt inexpreſſable 
and unſufferable ; yea the more unſufferable, in re- 
eard, that during the Seffions of Parliaments and 
Conrts of Fuftice, which were wont to be their or- 
dinary Refuge, the Oppreſſed can have no Relief ; 
and theſe Grievances are kept alſo frem the King's 
ear, who is their laſt hope next under G OD, 

Let us rake heed how we fall into the hands of 
the living GOD, when his Wrath is kindled, left he 
unerly & ſuddenly conſume us,as he did Sodom and 
Gomorrah, fox ſhewiog ſo little mercy to others,who 
have lately received ſuch extraordioary mercies from 
him, Learn by Examples,though ye have negleRed 
LE Precepts, 


Pretepts, ſering what hath been heretofore, may 


be {o again hereafter, and.in regard Caſes that have 
a reſemblance, will bring dowa the like Judgments, 


When Feremah the Propþet was a Priſoner for dif. . 


charging his Conſcience (as I, and manyothers are 
at this day) the Famine lo encreaſed,that there was 
no Bread then left in the fireee of the Bakers ac Fe. 
raſalem, Te will therefore concern us that we be 
we continue not in the like fins, left cre long, 

there be liule Aſeal in our Markets, and a greater 
ſcajcity of Bread in the ſhops of our Bakers at Lor- 
dos: bor, as there are among us very great failings, 
ſo there are very great appearances 0 G OD's high 
diſpleaſure ; who hath more dreadful plagues ready 
to execute his Commands, than F awene, Peſtilence 
and raging Way, joyned all together; and he will 
here inflit tha whereof we are moſt ſcohible, and 
thoſe hereafter, if we repent not, Confider this all 
ye who forget G OD, and return :. for, he is at all 
times ready to meet every one in mercy ( without 
excepting any) Who returns unto him by hearty re. 
pores : yea, he takes all opportunities whereby 
ie may ſhew Compaſſion, with preſervation of his 
Juſtice ; and is ſo inclinable ro Mercy, that be ofc 
withholds his J=dgments from wicked -perſons and 
piaces, for the ſakes of a few Righteous men among 
them, though they perſecute and ſeek to defiroy 
them for whoſe fakes they are palerera - and 
vouchſafes temporal Bleſſings | ( as he did to. Hbab ) 
for outſide Humilzations, He is not, as his Enemies 
do (candalouſly repart of him, a bard Maſter, who 
looks to reap where be ſowed-not , and (to gather 
where he fifewed not ; bur fo juſt, that he will ce- 
quire 3& more at any mans hands, bue Kcoording jo 
wnat 
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what he hath given; nor Suriſh any one for the fin 
of another. There is no berrer means for us who are 
Sabjefts, ro live ſafely im Holineſs and Fighteouſneſs 
without fear, than to adhere eonftantly ro G O D's 
Commands without dread of men, and to obey our 
Smperionrs 1n obedience to the LORD : Nor any 
ſurer way for Kings to poſſeſs the Thrones of theic 
Kingdoms upon Earth, in howowy and ſafety, with- 
out jealouſie3, than to provide, as much as in then: 
lieth, chart GOD may poſſeſs his Throne in the 
Hearts and Conſciences of Men without Rivals , 
and to endeayour to be jwft,as he is juſt ; and to be 
merciful.as he is mercifal,acording to their meaſure: 
For, wharſoever the Parafiical Flarterers of Kings 
would make them believe, they may be more ſecure 
from dangers at home & abroad, by thoſe poor con- 
ſciencious men who are deſpiſed, chan with ewen 
times ſo many Reffiavs and God. damn-me's; hoagh 
aſſiſted alſo by che formal devorjons, and fained fan- 
_ of ſuperſtstions worſhippers, who ſeera glonous 
and powerful in qurward appearances, I have ob- 
feryed, by what Hiſtories teflifie, that choſe great 
Kings and Conquerors of the world,ro whom GOD 
heretofore tranſlated vhe Rlagtony of men, from 
their former poſſeſſors (when he changed Governors 
and Governments) enjoyed them in peace and bo- 
nowr, (o long, and fo far forth, as they tolerated the 
Servants of G OD to worſhip Him according to 
their Conſciences , though they chemſelyes were 
Heatbers and falſe worſhi pers, 

The Mercy of GOD leaderth to Repentance, and 
extendech to and over all his Works, This Iam 
warranted eo proclaim by vertue of his grand Char- 
fer, and by his Commiſſions, heretofore iſſued-our 
for 


for. the comfort and encouragement of every true 
penitent Believer in the days of his fierceſt Indigna. 
tion. Theſe are the glad Tydings of the Univerſal 
Gefſel wh cauſed the Angels to rejoyce and (ing 
at the birth of Jeſ#s Chriſt, this ſong ; Glory be ro 
GOD on High, On Earth peace, good will towards 
men, Let us joyn with that celeſtial Quire in mag- 
nifying of this great Mercy which ſo much concerns 
. us; forit is our nebleft Intereſt,and that which moſt 
adyanceth G © D's Glory : Let our Burthen to that 
Song be,. Amen, Hallelujah, Praiſethe LORD : 
Let us be zealous in defending this Xnriverſal Char. 
ter, and not be ſeduced by thoſe who ſeek to abridg 
itto ſuch a narrownels, and to ſuch an uncertainty, 
tha: if they ſhould be believed, we had more cauſe 
to howl and lament than to ſing : This Gofpel is the 
lum and ſcope of that Teſtimony, which was, and is 
given by thoſe two Oy the two Olive Bran- 
ches, and two Candlefticks, which fiand before the 
God of the Earth, - bearing witneſs againſt the Braff 
ring out of the bottomleſs.Pit, who was to war 
upon them, and ſlay them, and leave their Bodies 
_ (as a dead Letter ) unburied three dayes and an halt 
in the Streers of the great City, nw the Spiric of 
Life from G O D ſhould enter into chem, and make 
them aſcend up into Heaven, in the fight, and to the 
amazement and yexation of their Enemies, 
Therefore they, whoſoever they be (though pre- 
tending to be of G O D's Counſel, and.to be ac- 
quainted with his Eternal Decrees ) hall preach 
contraty hereto, and think they honour G OD by 
bounding His «»iverſal and infinic Mercy, deal with 
Mankind, concerning His Charter of Genera! Re- 
demption,as many among us now do concerning the 
ings 
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Kings late Att of Indempnity and general Paydos, 
pretending thereby to do bim hoyour, wheres. i; 
tends both to his diſhorour and diſſerv1ce, Ir isthi * 
miſ-underfianding , and limiting the infinis Love of 
G OD, which hach been che chief occaſion of the 
marrowneſs of mens love to each other ; and of much 
of that difcord and bloodſhed which hath been in 
the world : For, ſuch as men make their Gods 
be, ſuch will they themſelves be ; in regard, as. Da. 
vid auch, They who make them are like unto chens. 
This I adde, not impercinencly, nor by the ſuggetti.. 
of of a contentions ſpirit, in oppolicion to the judg- 
ment of others ; or with an uncharicable centure of 
thoſe who do yer think otherwiſe ; Buc I bave thus 
in my wode preached it, in zealto GO D's Trath 
and Glory ; who ſees my heart, and will puniſh me 
for it, if it proceed from any other cauſe, Hes per- 
feftly mercrful ; ſo mereifnl in his Fuſtice, 2nd fo 
juſt in his Mercy, that neither ef them 1afringes che 
ocher 5 and hath left us upon record ewo unquelti-. 
onable exemplary Evidences, which manifeſt chat 
his Mercy is fincerely intended to every true peni- 
tent, to be his Conſolation when Judgements arc 
epidernical and univerſal : For, though he fparcd 
not the o/d world, but brought a general flood upon 
all che ungodly , yer, he even then ſpared Noah and 
his family ; and when he made uhe Cities of Sodows 
and Gomorrah an example to wilfull cranſgreſſors, 
he then alfo ſpared Lot who lived among them,and 
whoſe righteous ſoul they had yexed wich their fal- 
thy and wicked converſation. Thus will he like. 
wiſe deal with all choſe, ia all crimes, who have 
an upright and contrite heart ( though' they have 
been grievous offenders ) = fac forch as it ſhall = 
or 


for his Glory, and their erernal happineſs, 

Hear, and heed this Proclamation ; for it is of 
* GOD, whois pleaſed in theſe dayes to preach 
Mercy by his molt contemned Servants ; and cauſe 
them otherwhile co a&t in ſuch Aſodes, and by ſuch 
Diþenſations, as to the world ſeem ridiculous ; and 
as probably he did ( iv moſt mens eyes) when his 
beloved Son rode meekly through Jeruſalem, on 
the foal of an Als, at the time wherein he firſt came 
to take a viſible poſſeſſion of his Kingdows upon 
Earth : which humble deportment his now preten- 
ded General Vicar, and the proud Kings of the 
Earth, would have {corned upon the dayes'of their 
Inauguration. Which the Prelar, though raiſed out 
of the loweſt of che people(as Feroboams priefts were) 
and though pretending co be the ſucceſſors of (hrifts 
humble Apoſtles, would have diſdained to be car- 
ried in that meek manner to their »ſta/ments. But 
many other things appearing conremprible'to fleſh 
and blood, will be permitted ere long to make pre- 
paration for the coming of King F E'S { S, whom 
they ſcoft ar, who#ft in the Chair of the Scorn» 
full, Ir hath pleaſed G OD in this unuſual man- 
ner, to make me ( though unworthy ) to be his 
Herald in publiſhing this Proclamation ; Who ha- 
ving been many years your Defjiſed 'REMEM- 
BRANCER, liveth yer, to ſerve © O D and his 
Generation ; known to the World by this Name, 


Given forth at Newgate,one GEO. WITHER, 
of the moſt eminent Gates of 
your Chief Ciry,in the $.myonth 
of my Impriſonment there, 


Here 


? 
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Here is added, 4 Second Courſe of thoſe 
Fragments of that Beggars Feaft, which 
was dayly made him by a good Conſcience, 
whilſt he. was Priſoner in Newgate, and 
which were omitted at the Imprinting of 

+ the Book, called, Scraps pnd Crums ; 
With ſome few Collected fince the faid 


" Impreſſun. 


L, 
To theſe Friends, unto whom this Author hath bees 


ſcandalouſly miſ-repreſented in private, by ſome 
falſe Brethren and others. PIO 


Hough hereof I have juſt occaſion had, 

I do not meerly for mine own fake add 
This Crum , but likewiſe here, for your ayail 
Inſert it, leſt my Sland'rers may prevail, 
(By bringing me into your diſreipe& ) 
To make my Caution take the leſs efteR. " 
Give therefore heed to what I now expreſs, 
And let GOD move belief as he ſhatt pleaſe; 

As David \aid, The wrongs of open foes 
I could haye born, bur near my heart ir goes, 
When I am grofly injured by them, 
Who did my loving Friends and Brethren ſeem, 
And cannot chuſe ( although 1 do ſuſtain 
Ev'n that with patience ) bur thereof complain, 
In hope, it may occafioa give to ſome 
Who fail'd in that kigd$ hencetorch to become 
$o ſenſible of what was hererofore 
MiC.done, that they will fo oftend no more ; 
D 2 For, 


For, utito them, this is the worlt deſign 

Which I intend by this Complaint of mine, 

' Two ſorts of men there are, with both of which 

T've had to do; and ( though not very much) 

More than enough ir ſeems, Qne ſort of theſe, 

| Thoſe Perſons are, by whoſe maliciouſneſs, 

Moſt, who are conſcientious men reputed, 

Are for that cauſe traduc'd and perſecuted , 

And (when they thereuato ſhall be inclin'd) 

A [taff to beat a dog, who may not find ? 

'Tis care to ſcape the venom of their tongue, 

So impudent they are in doing wrong, 

And bruciſh in their Cenfures : yer but few, 

Except ſome like themſelyes, believe that true 

Which they report ; and they themſelves do know, 

That they aſperſe me with what is not ſo, 

Of ſuch men therefore, here complain I not ; 

Becauſe, by theſe, I have nor often got 

A diſadvattage, which would equa}'d- be 

With what might happen by their praiſing me. 

The poyſnings of the other, more infeR, 

Becaule, receiv'd they are without ſuſpeR, 

And, vented with a counterfeited ſhew 

Of berter ends than thoſe which they purſue. 

Some of theſe being partners with thoſe ſimners, 

Who were of our late Troubles firſt beginners, 

Did, with a mask of Piety and Zeal 

ToGOD, the King, and to the Commonweal, 

Drive on their own deſigns ; And ( having made 

Of ſcemmg Godlineſs, a gainful Trade) 

Their opportwnities now being gone, 

Of preying upon thoſe they prey'd upon, 

Would make a prey of them, whom they pretended 

In times preceding, much to baye befriended. . 
0 


So feeds the Pickrel, when, he cannot find 
A Roach or Dace, on fiſh of his own kind. 
| And, ſome of theſe, becauſe I will nor be 
Inſlay'd tothat, from which I ſhould be free, 
Have (thereto mov'd by Awvarice and Pride) 
Wichourt juſt cauſe, me lately vilif'd 
To ſome of my beft Friends , ev'n unto them 
Whoſe Charity ſupports me at this time: 
And, ſhould ir be believed, might much more 
Undo me, than all they who heretofore 
Have been my open Foes, Moreover, ſome, 
That I might wholly ſuccourleſs become, 
Are plea('d to fay, I am not fo beret: 
Of my Eltate, but that enough is left 
v, | For my ſupport. Wherein, if they ſpeak right, 
They render me ſo groſs an Hypoctite, 
That I deſerve no Friend ; And \f I am 
By them beli'd, then much are they to blame, 
VVho have, as far as in them lies, to ſtarving 
Expoled me and wine, without deſerving. 

Bur, this I fear not : for, if that ſupply 
Shall fail; which I have had by Charity, 
He, who by other hands, hath Mercy ſhown, 
VVill from henceforth relieve me by his own 2 
And, theſe are thus confured, without feignung, 
If they know ought of -wwne, that's yet remaining 
VVichin my power ; Or, but ſo much as may 
(It ever ic be mine) my Debs repay, 
Save what's yet wholly loſt, I give it all 
To him, who thereof make diſcov'ry ſhall ; 
And hereby, both confirm this Gift for ever ; 
And urge him that Dyiſcov'ry to endeavour 
{ed } VVho raiſed that Report ; ſo he thereby 

Shall have ſome a it it be no lye. 


I do perceive, to have me quire deftroy'& 

The Devil many Agents hath imploy'd 

In ſev'ral modes ; Which that prevent I may, 

Nought more or better haye I now to ſay, 

Or do, which will avail me, but to fly 

To my Proteftor, to your Charity 

V'Vho know me, and unto that Evidence 

V'Vhich I have given of my Innocence 

To you who know me not ; in hope you'l do 

As in like caſe you would be done unto : 

And that when their malevolence hath wrought 

Till it ſhall purge its own corruption out, 

It will abate, and ſome effeRts produce, 

VVhich both to them and we may be of uſe, 

If me you judge, as you would judged be, 

No more needs to be ſaid thereof by me ; 

Eſpecially to him who truly knows, 

V'Vho giveth deeper wounds, than oper foes. 
This Caſe of mine concerneth now and then, 

Not me alone ; but other hoaeſt men, 

Such like falſe brethren, in all Ages were 

Among the Saints, and ſuch-like (till chere are, 

Therefore theſe Lines at this time were beftown, 

As juſtly for their ſakes, as for mine own, 

Since, of what here I for my ſelf do plead, 

Some other, thus abuſ'd, may ſtand in need, 


& SO... 
A cauſual Meditation on Eaith, Hope, Fear 
and Love. 
Tz keep me watchful, whilſt my Foes 
My perſon here ſhall faſt acl, 
By Meditations 1 aſſay 
To keep the dread of them away 


And whilſt my Contemplation flew 
At various Objefts, in her view, 
(Among ſuch Muſings as were brought 
Inzo my mind ) this came-to thought. 
Faith, Hope, and Fear, and Love are that, 
VVhich renders ey'ry mans Eſtate 
To be exceeding good or bad, 
Extreamly pleaſureful or fad, 
According as that O6je& proves, 
VVhich he believes, fears, hopes, or loves. 
Make G OD the bottoms and the top 
Of thy Fear, Love, Belief and Hope, 
And thou art then fafe, whatſoere 
Thou dolt believe, hope, love, or fear * 
Bur, if the World their Obje& be, 
Or, any other thing but He, 
Thon art deftroy'd : For, by theſe four, 
Miſplac'd, thou giveſt chem a pow'r 
To ruine thee, who elſe had none 
VVhereby a miſchief might be done. 
If on the World thy hopes depend, 
DeFfþair will be their latter end; 
V'Vhen her fair-ſpeakings are believ'd, 
Thou wilt be certainly Jeceiv's , / 
If her thou /ove, ſhe will for that 
Requite chee with deſpireful hare ; 
And, if thou fear her, ſhe'l endeayour 
To make thee {lave to fears for eyer. 
This by experience I found true, 
And thereof thus forewarn I you. 
Aﬀe& no Pleaſure, for 'tis vain, 
And terminates at laft in pain, 
Fear not, when thou ſhalt be oppreſt 


Indoing well ; for, ſuch are bleft, 
oY Truſt 
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Truſt not in Wealth ; for, it hath wings, 
And flies away like other things : 
Nor Honowy ; for, it often ſpends 
Irs Rock, and in d;ſhonowy ends, 
Rely not upon Prodigies ; 
For, they are partly Truths and Lyes-y 
And, Signs and Wonders can afford 
No luch aſſurance as GOD's Word, 
Place nor your trult in Kings ; for, when 
They ſpeak like Gods, they at like yer, 
No, nor your beft Works truſt you in, 
For all mans Righteonſneſs is fin. 

Your Faith, Fear, Hope, and Love 09 nohe 
Ground therefore, bucon GOD alone; 
And, when thus, you have learn'd to do, 
Perſwade all other men thereto , 

Not terminating Meditations, 

Tn meer wnattive ſpeoulations 
For, they bur like thoſe _ are, 
VVhich we miſ-.call a ſbooting-Star. 

Here, whiltt'my Fleſh is 1n reſtraine, 
Leſt elſe my Sow! grow dull and fainr, 
Her, with ſuch choughts I entercain, 
And find them not tor be 30 vain ; 
Though more I- needed;''I cotifeſs, 
Theſe Muſings, when I ſuffered /eſ5. 
I might be fafely rich agen, 

Could I be ill imployed then 

As I am now. Bur, whio is able, 

To thread a Needle with'a Cable ? 

They, who in Winter keep at home, 

In Summertime abroad will come ; 

And, though a Priſon ſeems a curſe, 

Our Liberty ofc makes ns worle. 


»H © og 7 


T 


We pray, when Winds and Sear do roar ; 
When calm, do as we did before, 

Ev'n G OD's —_ —_ whea relealt 
From Suffrings, fouly have tranſgreſt ; "2 
If Mis of Ga he kind, - 

They were not often diſciplin'd, 

He, that with troubles hem'd about, 

The Bartels of the L O RD had fought 
Unfoil'd ; aſſoon as he had eaſe, 
(NegleEting ſuch like means as theſe) 
Did groſly fall ; and fo ſhall we, - 
When idle and ſecure we be. 

Had he been muling on G O D's Law 
When in her Bath, he naked ſaw 
Uriabs Wife ; or, at that time 
Compoling of a Pſalm or Hymn, 

It had fecur'd him from that fin, 
Which let a l»/fful Devil in. 

LORD! that I be nor fo ſurpriz'd, 
(Though theſe my Aſnſings are deſpil'd) 
Preſerve me, ( whether weal or wo 
Befalls me ) fill imployed fo ; 

Or, in whar elſe thou pleaſe, that's cendiog 
To keep me alwayes from offending : 
And to thy Glory, and to my Salvation, 
Vouchlafe to ſanQufie this 2dediration, 


ITI. 
To thoſe who enquire, why this Author us now 
impriſoned in Newgate ? 
> this Faji, you ask me, why I'm throwa ? 
But to my ſelf chat is nor fully known ; 
Unleſs it may be charged as a Crime, 
For putting Trath an = into Rime ; 


Or, giving unto ſome, for doing wrofg, 
Suck Epichites as unto them belong ws 
Which is by very few thought crimizal, 
Arid, by molt men, to be no fault at all. +a 

Yer, fince you are my Friends, I bold will tnake 
To give you Connſel, Which I conld not take : 
Touch not a gald Jades back, although it be 
To cure him, if you will be rul'd by me ; 

And if your Conſcience force you not thereto, 
No notice take, when other men miſdo, 

For, they, who moſt ungodly courſes run, 

(And boaſt of what they wickedly have done ) 
So rage at him, who dares to reprehend 
Their A&ions, -howloever they offend, 

That oft-times by their pow'r they bring on him, 
Thoſe Penalties which were deſery'd by them, 

A Whore profeft, though ſhe would have men 
She is a Whore, will not be called ſo. (know 
(Yea, though ſhe could nor live, were it not known 
She lived by abuling of her own ) 

But, be fo wroth with him, who ſo ſhall ſay, , 
Thar ſhe will ſcratch his eyes out, if ſhe may : 
Actleaſt, if ſhe can do no more, will rayl , 
Or, had ſhe pow'r, commit him to the Jay], 
And for a Sland'rer proſecute him there, 
As juſtly, as they do, who keep me here. 

I'V. 


eA Hymn of Thankſgiving, for deliverance from 4 
dangerous and (harp Sickneſs, during bu . 
Impriſonment. 
LORD! they who thy AﬀeRion meaſure 
By what thou giveſt into their poſleſſings, 
Of Riches, Honours, or of Pleaſure, 
Or, of ſuch ocher remporary Bleſſings, 


And 


ake 


May think I am deſpil'd of thee ; 
For, when I ſeem'd oppreſt before 

Wit loſle of Liberty and Wealth, 
$o that I could well bear no more, 

Thou thereto added(t lols of health, 


Imbicter'd and made ſharp, with as much paia 


As Fleſh and Blood were able to ſultaih, 
2 


Yer neither was thy Love impaired, 
Whilſt in chat manner I afflicted was, 

Nor dowbted I, nor ought deffaired 
Of thy continuing and aflifting Grace ; 

But, as the violence and length 

Of pain deprived me of (irength, 
My Spirit chereby fironger grew ; 

Yea, ſo thou didli my Faith encreaſe ; 
(So Fortitude and hope renew) 

That S»ffrings were nor pleaſureleſs ; 
Becauſe I knew I underwent thy Rod, 
Who art as well my Father, as my G O D: 


I know thee not | by hearing, | 
But, alſo by thy being in my heart, 

And, by thy thereunto declaring, 
How juft, wiſe, good, and merciful thou art ; 

Thou tak'(t no pleaſure in our pain, 

Nor doft, aor ever didt(t confirain 
The ſoul of any to a path, 

Which leads him from a happy conrſe, 
To Sin, Shame, Sorrow, or to Death, 

Or, renders his condition worle, 
For, that thou more delighted art to ſave, 
Than to de*roy, 1 good aflurance have. 

E 2 


And mark how here thou deal't with ine, 


4+ 
For ever, let thy Name be bleſſed ; 
For, when my patience did begin to fail, 


And pain, a cold-fweat forth had preſſed, 


As if in me, fire had been mix: with hail ; 
Thou in my firſt Fit, eaſedt me 
By mears, left mean; deſpiſ'd might be : 
And when I was ſhut up alone, 
Of all external helps depriv'd, 
(Where means of Cure or Eaſe was none) 
Then, by thy Self I was reliev'd , 
That I might alWwayes confident be made 
Of thy help, when no other can be had, 


\. 

When fo extreamly I was pained, 
That I could hardly for one minutes ſpace, 

Endure the tormeart I ſuſtained, 
In any poitwre, or in any place, 

Thou hug'd(t me faſt aſleep ; and then 

Gay'ſt Eaſe, I know nor how, nor when ; 
Which ſo amazed me, when I awak't, 

That, I at firſt, could hardly tell 
Whether, I for a Dream might 1ak't, 

Or, whether I were ſick, or well ; 
For, in the fire I thought aſſoon I mighe 
Have ſlept (erewhile ) as in my bed that night, 

6 


Therefore, to thee, for this Compaſſion 
I do now conſecrate a Hymr of Praiſe : 


Be pleaſ'd, O GOD of my Salmation, 


To be thus my Phyſician all my dayes, 
Let this preſerve me from the fear 
Of what I may yet ſuffer herd : 

And when this Merey ſhall be known, 


Thereby aſſur'd ler others be «7 That 
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That ſuch Compaſſion ſhall be ſhowa 
To them, as was youchlat'd to me, 

If in thy Trmth and. Feay they ſhall abide, 

And, without waveriog, in thee conhde, 


V. 
To them who ſay, or ſuppoſe, that a vain defire of 
Fame, was thu Authors principal motive, to the 


Compoſure of what he hath wricen and publiſhed. 


[ Hear, ſome think (aqd, for their lakes am ſorry 
They thiok (0) that Ambition of vain glory 
Is that, which principally moves my Pen 
To dare more than the Quills of wiſer men , 
And, that an itch for popular Applauſe 
Was of my bold Reproofs the chiefelt cauſe, 
Tf this be crue, I am as-mad as they 
Who thiak ſo, and take the neareſt way 
To my deſiruQtion, for a windy puff, 
Which in a moment will be quite blown off, 
And leave me comfortleſs, in that condition 
Which threatens inavoidable perdition, 
Bur, theſe will find cheir error, when they know 
By tryal, from what Root my AQings flow ; 
And that I had in what I have expreſt, 
A nobler Aim, than meer ſelf-Intereſt, 
Or any outward ends, akhough in chem, 
My own well-being I ſhall nor contemn, 

I am not ignorant that whatſoever 
I aftively or paſſively endeavour, 
To honour G OD, or for my Countries good, 
| May, to my dammage, be miſunderſtood ; 
Nor that moſt men, miſ-cenſure what I've writ 


To be Compeſures without fear or wit ; 
ah p ſs fe "3 And 


And that, if 1 ſhould be thereby undone, 
(Which likely ſeems) I may be thonghe upon 
Wirh very ſmall regard, alive or dead ; 
Or aty wo at all be mentioned, 
Except by ſome few, who perhaps will lay, 
I fool'd my Liberty and Life away. 

But ſhould I minded be, when I ſhall hays 
My portion among other in the Grave, 
What greater ſhare ſhall I have in that Fame, 
Which after Death might memorize my Name, 
Than they, who in Oblivion lie forgot, 
Where Pen nor Tongue their Aﬀtions mention not ? 
In my ime, fixteen perſons I have known 
Who did my Chriſtian and my Surname own, 
And one * of them oft guilty prov'd to be 
Of Crimes, imputed falſly unto me, 


* Captain George Wither, a m4! valiant and 
witty, and one of the ſixteen here mentioned, 
was hewed to death at Kingſton upon Hull by 
bis own Soldiers in their fury, becauſe he had 
killed one of their fellows in the like fury. 


By thoſe who knew us not; and he, whilſt here 
He lived, had in my repate a ſhare : 

Bur, after few years, none-will know, among 

All theſe, to which of us, thoſe things belong 
Which we have aRed. Nay, though ten times more 
I had deſery'd ( than any '/ 9s 

Made memorable by a glorious Fame) 

A feigned perſon, who no real Name 

Or Bing ever had, fave what, perchance, 
Was thereunto aſcrib'd in ſome Romance, 
May ſeem to be more honour'd by that fictrov, 
Than any who attain'd the high'ſ perfeQon 
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In Piety or Morals : For, I've ſeen 
Some Readers, with ſuch Legends to have beet 
So far tranſported, that it them could moye 

Moxe ſighs and tears, compaſſion, honour, love, 
Efteem and admiration, to confer 

On thoſe 1dea's, than beſtowed are 

Oa real Suff'rers, who, did undertake 

To do and ſoffer freely for their ſake, 

And whata trivial prize or purchaſe then 

Is an eſteem, or vain applauſe of men ? 

My ARings have expoſ'd me, during life, 
To hazards, loſſes, much reproach and Grief ; 
And, what ſhall I che bercer be,or worſe, 

When I am dead, whether mea bleſs or curſe, 
Speak well or ill, that I ſhould quite deftroy, 
For ſuch toyes, what in life I might enjoy ? 
By being ſ/ent, I prefery'd from blame 

Might be, and more efteem'd than now Iam, 
If I could for advantage (wear and lie, 

And flatter Fools and Knayes in Elegy : 

Sure, he who ſhall obſerve, as I have done, 
What ſcorns, and what deſpights 1'ye undergoie ; 
What I have fe/t, and what 1 do fore-ſee 
Will probably on Earth my Wages be, 

Yet thinks L run theſe hazards for vain Fame, 
Muſt likewiſe, cither think, that mad I am, 
Oc, that I've only learned in the School 

Ot long Experience, to be more than Fool, 

Bur, though molt are deceiv'd in their Deſign, 
And ia their chowghts, I am not ſo in mine. 

I know my Work,; I likewiſe know that End 
Whereto it doth, or at leaſt, ought to tend : 

And, therefore hope, that till my lifes concluſion, 

I ſhall be kept from cha groſs deluſion, 


He, that for GO D's Cauſe, or for his Elet;, 
Precends to do, or ſuffer ; yet, ex 

More honour, or ought elle,” than his jult ſhare 
With them, who of the ſame Communion are ; 
ExpeRs more than his due ; Exceeds the bound 
Of that ſe/f-love which in er#e Saints is found, 
And, what he atts, or ſuffers, no Reward 

Can metric ; for, he forfeits his Reward. 

All, that he ſhall endeavour, on that ſcore, 

When Rych he thinks to be, will make him Poor ; 
And, by what he expeRted to be fam'd,- 

He ſhall become contemptible and ſham'd. 

G O D's Mind, I therefore ſtudy.-to fulfill, 
Secking no Pay, but what, and when he will: 
And, knowing that's my Aim, much care I not 
What, in this world, he gives to be my Lot. 
I no more value Praiſes, than Reproach ; 
And, whether in a Cary, or ina (ach, 

I ride to my laſt home, I little care 

So with a qutet j'v + aa ]- come there. 

It well in life I uſe them, 'cis no marrer, 
How far aſunder men my Limbs do ſcatter, 
Or in what Publick place they ſer my Head, 
To terrifie ſome fools, when I am dead : 
For, eyv'ry part of me will meer cogether, 
When G O D ſhall pleaſed be to call me thither, 
Where CHRIST now firs inthron'd ; and whithee 
Aſcended to prepare a place for me. ( be 
I xrize nor Life, nor Death, but, as thereby, 

I, more or leſs, G O D's Name may glorifie, 
And, whilſt my own heart knows this t6 be ſo, 

I care nor, whether *cis beliey'd or no 

By any man, unleſs, char, to infuſe 


The like mind into him, it may conduce. z 
I 
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If, I have aQted for a worthleſs prize, 
Learn by my fooliſhneſs to be more wiſe, 
If I have aim'd to ſuffer, or to do 
For ſuchi eds as I ſhonld ; do ye fo too, 
Becauſe then, what you heretofore of me 
Miſdeem'd, will thencetorth your advantage be , 
And, no more harm to me, than that man found, 

Who had an Ulcer cured by a Wound, 


VI. 


A Mcditation, occaſroned by conſidering the manifald 


Temptations to diſtruft in G O D, whereby 
hu beſt Servants are otherwhile proved 
and exerciſed, 


He beſt of men, ſome failings have ; and I, 
Not only many, through Infirmity; 
But, flowing alſo from thole Negligences, 
Which very much have heightened my offences ; 
Becauſe I know, what pow'r to me he gave, 
To do thoſe things which I neglected haye : 
Eſpecially, when my Ditiruſifulneſs 
Hath made me doubtful of G O D's Promiſes, 
Who, to afſure them, hath vouchſafed both 
A written Word, and feal'd in with an Oath ; 
And, allo, new experiments, which may 
Aſcertain it, vouchſafech ey'ry day- 

David, the moſt couragious Crmnbemce 
Agaiaſt ſuch-like Temprations, did oft want 
That Confidence, which was by him profeſt, 
And, thereby hazarded his Intereſt 
In GOD's free Promiſes. By Sas, faid he, 


| Onetime or other I deftroy'd ſhall be ; 


And, what was promiſed, had fo outtighe 
Forgorten, in his-carual panaick fright, 
F 


Thar 


That to G O D's Foes he for proteRion rafny 

The parc there aRing of a frantick, may, 

And of a drivling foot: yea, worſe than ſo, 

Difſembled then, yer ſcap'd with much ado, 

T hat Courſe, whereby he thought to be afſur'd 

Of ſafery, an indangerment procur'd 

Beyond all former hazards , for, he loſt 

Not only Goods, Wives, and all hope almoſt 

Of Reſc#e, but was allo like to loſe 

His Life, and to be flon'd by ſome of thoſe 

( In their diftemper ) who inrag'd became, 

To ſee their Habitations in a flame, 

Their dear'lt Rg/ations captiv'd, and to thoſe 

Inflay'd, who were their old malignant Foes. 

Ta which ſtrait, if G OD had not him befriended, 

Whom he diſtruſted, there, his Life had ended. 
There is our Caſe ; for, though that many times, 

Our Fears, our Foes, our T; roubles, and our Crimes 

We have, beyond hope, been deliver'd from, 

And promiſed in ey'ry time to come, 

That Fike delrverance z yet, when ought fails 

Which we expected, or a Foe prevails, 

(For our probation) we are hurried (ireight 

Into a.cauſleſs, and a fooliſh fright ; 

G OD's promiſed Aſſiſtance we decline, 

Catch hold of any polrtick Defign, 

Run this, and that way, to the Wor'd, the Devil 

For help and Counſel, or a&t any evil 

In fuch a giddy fir, though we have ſees, 

And often felt, whar thoſe effeRts have been 

Which will enſue, Nay, if long time we bear 

A preſent ſuffring, and new troubles fear, 

Our Faith is at a ltand, and we begin 

Immediately to let Deiþazrings in; 


Make 
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Make Principle of F 4.4.4 Way to Reaſon, 

And ſeem Phanatick Whimſies, out of ſeaton, 

Or airy Refuges, beſeeming none ; 

In ſtraits, but meer Fools, to depend upon, 
Though in the Saints of old to fall off thus, 

It was a Crime ; *cis greater fin in us, 

By fo much, as the {inning againtt Grace 


| Doth our tranſgreſſions of the Law ſurpaſs : 


And, neither Theft, Adultery, or Murder, 


From G O D and Penitence will draw us further, 


If we ayoid it not : For, to be made 

More camtelous, we have not only had 
Examples of old times, at ſeen fince then, 
What hath befallen many thouland men 

In ſuch defetions, but, we likewiſe ate 
Experienc'd in our own particular 

Eſtates and perſons, what will them betide, 
Who in the dayes of Tal fiart afide, 

And, by the Gofþel are enlightned more, 

Than other Generations heretofore. 

This, makes me, in my preſent troubles, wave 
Thoſe wayes, Wherteto 1 ſome Temptations have, 
My perſon to redeem ; and to prevenc 

The future miſchiefs, that ſcem eminent, 

This makes me ſcorn, to creep, or fawn, or ſneak, 
Or, (whatſoere I threatned hear) to ſpeak 

To an unworthy perſon, though I could 
Prevail, perhaps, upon him, if I would : 

For, were my Poverty ten times as much, 

The King of Sedows ſhall not make metich ; 
Nor, were I ſick to death, would I implore 
Thoſe falſe Gods, which moſt men do now adore 
For health or life, though I thought they could give 
That, which I moſt defired to receive, 

Fa This, 


This, among other Notions of this kind, 
(Which needful are to fortifie my mind 
Amid my S«ffrings) makes me muſe on theſe 
Our common failings, chat,, if GOD ſo pleaſe, ' 
They may be by his Grace, with my endeavonr, 
A means to keep me firm to him for eyer ; 

And, by declaring what Experiment 

Hath taught ro me, make ochers confident 

Ja ſuftrings for his Cauſe : and, not afraid 
What is, or what can here on them be laid : 
For, as where many Cowards are together, 

They till beget moxe terrours in each other ; 

So men of Courage, morgeouragious grow, 

Wi hen, to each other, they example ſhow 

Of Chriſtian Fortitude : To which good end, 
Theſe fruits of my ſpare bowers I intend- 


VII, N 
Another Sctap, to them, who carp at this Author's 
frequent writing. 


VV? ſhould you be diſpleaſ'd, and have a 


loathing, 

Of that which may do goed, and colt you nothing ? 
Or, which you ray pals by, without offence, 
Or, giving you occaſion of expence, 
Ualels you pleaſe ? For, that which I compole, 
Oa no man, I agaiolt bis will, impoſe, 

G O Dis our Shield,our Fortreſs,and that Priend 
On whom alone we alway ſhould depend ; 
Yet, he expeQts an Ativeneſs in thole, 
Oa whom a Chriftan Armovy he beſtows ; 
Asd, that we put it on, when there's occaſion 
Of War defenſrve, or, of an Invaſion ; 
As alſo, that, we alwayes keep it clean, 
And our ſelves ready, by good diſcipline : For, 
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For, of their Talents they, will be- bereav'd, 
Who make not uſe of w hat chey lave xeceiy'd : 
Yea, they will be ſurpriz'd, who, #imes and places 
Negle&, wherein to exerciſe their Graces, 
When means is offred ; fince ic will make room 
And entrance for Temptations when they come, 
If we are negligent 1n doiog that, 

Which to qur Perſeverance doth relate. 

The Roman Legions, which refiged here, 
(When no foes to oppaſe them did appear) 
Beftow'd their ſpare hours with much diligence, 
In making Preparations for defence 

In times of need ; New A — caiſe, 
Builr Bridges, $, and made calie Wayes 
For us 1-rrony whereby, to and fro 

In ſafety, they, and ocher men might go- +, 
And, we mult do the like, if we would be 
From future dangers and ſurprizals free ; 

To whichend, things that ſeem of little uſe 

Ar preſent, may hereafter much conduce. 

Our Patience will wear out, our Conrepe {lack ; 
Our Spirice faint, and cauſe us to draw back 
From negdful Suffrings, unlels in ſome meaſure 
VVe daily ſhall improve ſpare rime and leafure, 
To fortifie our hearts by meditation, | 
V'Vhich is the nouriſhment and preſeryation 
Of Hope and Faith, This, when my Friends are 
(VVhole Conſolations I do-feaſt upon (gon, 
VVhillt they are preſent } If I thoſe can void, 
VVith whote /mpertivences I am cloyd, 
Moves me «to gather up, that, into words, 
VVhich their aad my Experiment affords ; 

Leſt that be loft, which elſe might ſeryein ſtead 
Of Cordials at a ſudden time'of need, 
This, 


This, moves me, when my Foes threat and revile, 
To muſter thus ( as *ewere in rank and file) 
My ſcatter'd thoughts , and then to march up cloſe 
Ev'ato the Vanguard of my furiouſt Foes : | 
For, when Mag rv grim Terrors in the face 
Wrhout diſmay, it makes thern to give place, 
And, though the Champions of the world 'do laugh 
To ſee my weapons, bur a Sling, a Sraff, 
And Peble-ftones p they will prevail, when they 
Shall either periſh, or elſe run away, 
This moves me (when alone) leſt elſe the Devil, 
Or my own Fleſh may tempr me to ſome evil, 
(VVhea they (hall idling [find me) to retire 
Into my ſelf, and ſearch what vain defire, 
V'Vhart hope, or fear, or doubtings there do lurk, 
VVhich either may advance, or counterwork 
Thoſe Principles of Grace, which by good uſe 
And prafttice, I to habits may reduce. 
This, that thoſe Notions. may not fly away, 
VVhich Lfind helpful, makes me oft imploy 
My leafure times, in what, ir ſeems, hath fo 
Jacrealt my. Scriblings, that they nauceous grow 
To many Readers; and, perhaps co ſome, 
VVho might by them advantaged become. 
Bur I am pleaſ'd ; for, that,my raft delights, 
which is diſguſifull to their Appertites ; 
And what at this time- they diſreliſh, may 
Yeeld profic with deli _ "ag day. 
I 
An Eccho from the Thunders, in the celeſtial Tem- 
ple, reverberating, in part, the effeft of what was 
uttered by their Voices. 
Ix Trumpets have been ſounded forth, 


Six Vials poured on the Earth, q 
| ix 
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Six Thunders have their YVozces ſpent; ' 
Tes, they blaſpheme, who ſhould repent, 
And night and day a direfull cry, 

Still beating on my ears have I, 

Of men oppreſt berweea their paws, 


Whoſe God is Gain, whoſe Luſts are Laws; 


And, dreadful ſounds of Vengeance too 
Are eccho'd whereſoey't I go. 

Though men are def, yer ſpeak I muſt : 
Hear therefore, lifeleſs forms of duſt, 
And ſenſleſs things, that ye may bear 
Towr Witneſs to what I declare : 

Por, what hereafter ſhall enſue 

Will make deep ſtanips on ſome of you. 
Wo, wo, ere long to C, C, C. 

To P. P. P. P. P, and P. 

Like #o to'S. to M. and L, 

For, they have made this Earth a Hell, 
Wherein, ualeſs Chriſt quickly comes, 
Few Good men ſhall have refting rooms ; 
And little Faithfulneſs will here 

Be found, when he ſhall next appear. 

But 7ime hath almoſt wheel'd that round, 
Wherein the ſeventh Tramp will ſound, 
And then ſhall Kighteonſneſs alone, 
With Pow'r and Glory fill the Throne, 
That FES#S, who (when by his Birth 
He was firſt viſible on Earth ) 

Mach troubled Herod, and with him 
The City of Jeruſalem ; 

And is that Kniverſa! Prince, 

Of whom all Tyrants ever fince 
Haye been afraid, will come ere long, 
To fer that right, which now is wrong, 


% 


And 


And put at-end to their Oppreſſion, 

VVho charge his S«bjefts with Scdition : 

For, though ſome {lighted them when they were 

His Harbengers have here ey been, (ſeen, 
I 


A. brief Reproof of thens, who take pleaſure in Scan. 
dalous InveQives, whereby others are per. 
ſonally defamed, 
Here is a angie Flumour and an /rch, 
(Ar this day very troubleſome ) wich which 
Moſt men are fo infected, that nnleſs 
We find a ſpeedy cure, *cwill fo increaſe, 
And leave fo few from this Contagion free, 
That we ſhall all appear meer Scabs to be, 
Now, there is nothing more delights the ear, 
Than when it ſhall choſe vilified hear, 
Whom they affe& not, whether chey are blam'd 
Without jult cauſe, or worthily defam'd , 
Eſpecially, if thoſe in ought diſſent 
From their Opinions, ( Although eminent 
For many Virtnes, and with them agree 
In all things, which with T7»th eſſential be.) 
And, fince our Diffrences did us divide, & 
Few men there are of note on either fide, 
Of good or ill deſert z bur ( right or wrong) 
They fo aſperied are by Per or _— ; 
And Tr#th, if ſpoke,ſo blended is with Hes, 


Wirth fraud, or elſe with Ambigsities, 
Thar, if what is in Pamphlers publiſhed, 
Should be hereafter by our Children read, 
They'l think chis Age ( if they do credit ic) 
Had neither Honowr, Honeſty, nor Wit ; 
So ſcurrilous, and ſo malevolent 

Are their [nveGives, and fo impudent. 


There 


re 
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Such medlies made, without reſpe& to either, 
And miſappli'd in ſuch a barbrous wile, 
Mens Perſons or their Cauſe to ſcandalize, 
That, whether they did wickedly, or well, 
They, in their owurward Fames are parallel ; 
And, frequently, by ſeeming to intend 

That, which may*their Antagoniſt befriend, 
A Foe diſgniz'd, delirudtion doth deviſe 
For them, whom he pretends to patronize : 


There are of Truths and Falſhoods put together, 


Shews make of Peace,where they bear ng Goodwill, 


And, thoſe to ſave, whom they intend to kall. 
. This Bitterneſs and Falſhooed multiplics 
Thoſe Diſcords and thoſe eAnimoſities, 
Which have thus far undone us, and this courle 
Will make that which is bad, grow daily worſe, 
Until it ſhall exaſperace this Nation 
Beyond all means of Reconciliation ; 
For, till there ſhall as much reſpe& be ſhown 
To other mens Good-name:r, as to our own, 
And, we are plea['d to hear good ſpoke of thoſe 
Who well deſerve, although they are our Foes, 
we never ſhall be Friends ; nor friendſhip merit 
From any, till we qualifie this ſþrrie. 
'Tis gentle ſpeaking that appealeth Wrath; 
A bitter language, no ſuch virmue hath. 

Yer, let none think, this means to uſher..in 
A Feprehenſion of reproving Sin, 
Or, that, it well beſcems not any man 
To reader Vice as odious as he can 2 
For, no debaſement can make wickedneſs 
More ugly, than efſencially It is, 
Though j»/t Reproofs have not allowed been, 
Where perſons are more aim'd at, than their mY 

G 


hear 


Their PraRice, Juſtice doth to none allow, 
Who art their Neighbours, from an #1ſcex Bow, 
Shoot poyſned Arrows ; and, Bandetti.like, 
The Paſſengers from ſuch a Covert ſtrike, 
That none can truly know how they are zam'd, 
Or where thole dwell, by whom they are defam'd. 
In taxing YV:ces, let nor Tongue nor Pen 
AR ſparingly ; but ſpare alone the men, 
(As much as poſſible ) unleſs rhey ſhall 
Ingage themſclves, by quarrels perſonal 
Againſt the T1uth ; Then ſpare them only fo, 
That thereby Tr#th may not receive a blow. 
A cauſleſs Scandal, nor a Lie admit, 
Though thereby 7 74th may ſome adyantage get ; 
For, (he or they, will honour loſe thereby, 
Who think to do her ſervice by a Lie, 
Some Good-men (not a little to their: ſhame) 
T fear are chis way otherwhile to blame, 
As much as they whoſe refuge « in Lyer, 
(And care not by What mears they gaia their Prize) 
For, when thar an [mpoſtor doth expreſs 
What ſome-way ſuicerh with what they profeſs ; 
Ofc-times by that File, guilded Pills are ſwallow'd 
As wholſom, which are poyſncd and unballow'd, 
And, them deprive, who are deluded fo, 
Of outward peace, and Peace of Conſcience too, 
Take therfore heed of thoſe, who by their mingling 
Truths with apparant Falſhoods, and by giogling 
Some Silver among Counters, may by ſhows 
Of their befrieadiag that, which they oppoſe, 
Obtrude upon you ſomewhat that is evil, 
Relating unto things Divize or C:vil ; 
Actlealt, ro make you hearken with content, 


To what briogs undefery'd D;/paragement 
. On 


——" wy ou © pw mM we ww mM ww. 


Fl Ti,o”—_ 5H WS rw qA ft 


On ocher men 2' For, all things baneful prove, - >... 
Wherein chere's want of Prudence, Faith, or Love, 


X. 
eA Diſclaim, by way of Advertiſement, of 4 Paper, 
falſly imputed to this Author, | 


Here are Verſes printed on one lide of @ ſheer, 
T Intxuled, The Wheel of Time turning round to 
the Good Old Cauſe ; which. many, who know not 
me, nor my Principles, nor my Writings from other 
mens, have aſcribed unto me, who do abhor pub- 
liſhing any thing without my Name, which may 
be ſcandalous; elpecially to inarvianal perſons,cither 
by name, or by marking them out in ſuch maotel, 
that the Vices T reprove can be jultly appropriated 
to them, and to no other : Neither did I eyer puts 
poſly compoſe ought which might endanger the pubs 
lick, Peace, or hazard the quiet of private [= 
whereof that P aper is ſuſpeted. And indeed, 1 
conceived it at the firſt yiew, to have been the cori- 
poſure of a malicious perſon, who thereby intended 
to make thoſe in Authority jealous of ſorne Innowra- 
tion intended by ſober and conſcientious men, who 
I =_ will make patient ſuffering their Refuge, in 
all their Probations, Therefore, as loon as I] had 
peruſed ic, I wrote theſe following Verſes on the 
backſide thereof, and gave it unto a Friend, to coms 
municate thereby my ſenſe thereof, to others, it he 
pleaſed. 

He, that divulgeth ought without a Name, 
Which individual perſons doth defame, 

Although theTruth he writes deſerverh blame: 

Yea, he, that withont ſobernels and reaſon, 
Speaks what t trne, and ſpeaks jt out of ſeaſon, 
G 2 Againſt 


eAgainit the Dignity of Truth fpeaks Treaſon, 
Yet,Saints,may by oppreſſions, now and then 
Be ſo provoked ( for they are but men) 
That, they may thus offend by Tongue or Pen, 

If it be ſo, let him who forth hath ſent 

Thoſe Lines, bis folly heartily repent , 

For, they portend an Evil-Conſequent, 


G. WW, 
X I. 


To them who objeft it 5 a fault, that this Author 
hath written ſeveral Poems, ſince he reſolved 
fo Write 10 more, 
I Sometimes think 'my work is done, and then 
Reſolved am to lay afide my Pen ; 
Yet, when I do diſcover ſome renamn 
Unfiniſhed, I take it up again : 
For, when I promiſe, what concerneth none 
 (Inany manner ) but my felt alone, 
'Tis alwayes in mine own poW'r, to diſpenſe 
With ev'ry ſuch Reſolve, without offence ; 
Then, ſpecially, when elſe, perhaps, I may 
To GOD, my ſelf, or others in ſome way 
Infringe my D#ty, by the proſecution 
Of that unprofitable TT 
For this caſe therefore, T now think it fir, 
Not only ſuch Reſo/v;ngs to remit, 
Bur, alſo, by theſe Preſents, to declare 
That, whenſoere a juſb Cauſe doth appear, 
To write, or ſpeak, or do, what I believe 
G O D may have honour by, or Men receive 
A future benefic, T will afſay 
(Whilt I have life) ro da it as I may. 
This Promiſe binds me ; and, I muſt confels, 
Thax, if in time to gome, I ſhall cranſgreſs 


A gainſt 


WHIP 
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Againſt this Reſo/#tion, there's in me 
No pow'r whereby 1 from it can befree, 
Reproye me therefore, if at any time 
1 break this Promiſe ; for ic is a crime, 
XII. 
Of Governours and Governments ; and how we 
ought to demean our ſelves toward them, 


Ll Pow'r is of the Lok »,the GOD of Heay'n; 
And Man hath none, bur, that which he hath 
To raife, pull down,to change or innovate, (giv'n; 
In governing a Kingdom, or a State, 0 
Belongs to Him alone; and nougkt to do 
Haye private men, but to ſubmit thereto 
When He a Change hath made, whether he hath 
Vouchſafed it in Mercy, or in Wrath, 
Therefore, the Perſons, or the Government, 
To change I never® fought, nor had intent , 
Bur, to ſubmit to that, what ey'r it be, © 
Which G O D was pleaſed to ſet over me. 
Both Men and Forms, if well compar'd together, 
Do prove ſo like, and ſo unlike each other, 
That oft the Conſtitution which at firſt 
Appear'd the belt, becomes at lalt the worft ; 
And, as the Elements do change into 
Each other, ſo the Governments will do, 
According to th' Aﬀett;ons, and the Pow'rs 
Of thoſe, who are the preſent Governowrs. 
All kinds of Government, in ſome reſpeR, 
Are but oxe and the ſelf-ſame in efteQ, 
And, whea refined, will corrupt agen, 
So long as a&tuated by meer men, 
Who, overſwayed by their L»ſts and Paſſions, 


Are alwayes ſubjeQ to Prevarications, 
Be? es And 


And fo oft alſo, as the People's fin 


Compels G O D's Juſtice to bring Changes in, | 


T his, when the Supream Pow'r was hete divided 
(So, that ſome this way, and ſome that way fided) 
Made many Wiſe-men, both in reſolution, 

As alſo in their wayes of profecution, 
Exceeding doubttull, chat a fad Reſul 
Might follow, in a path fo difficule ; 

I therefore, then, endedvouted to adhere 

To that, wherein molt-Juftice did appear 
When I had gauſe of doubt ; and did comply 
Where 1 ſaw with moſt yiſibility 

That Pow'y did then refide*: For,ſo I thought 
( And till believe) 1 was divinely taught 

By Precept and Examplet , and I joyn'd 
Therein, to thoſe, 'who ſeetning of that mind 
And ;#dgment, did in ſhew the ſame profeſs 
With zeal, and with mitch conſcienciouſheſs, 
And, ſome few, doubtleſs, a&ed to that end 
Sincerely, which the reſt did but pretend- 
But, I was cozned by the greater part : 

;Yer, went on in ſimplicity of heart, 

: Till 1 fo far into a ſnare was run, 

That, back I could not go, nor further on 
Without a Miſchief ; ot, a breach had made 
Upon that Fairh which Tengaved had, 

For, few T1 faw purſuing aty thing 
Concerning G O D, the People, or the King, 
With true integrity, ro -which-ſoere 

Of thoſe three they pretended to adhere, 
With whether fide ſoever they then clofed, 
Or, whatſoever they in ſhew propoſed, 

I ſaw, that either by an open ſcuffling, 

Or, by a politick and ſecret ſhuffling, 
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Both ſides had {o the Knever and Conrt-cards laid, 
That cheating Games were likely to be plaid, 
And, that our Loſſes, who; incended belt, 
Would be the loſing of gur Stakes at leal?, 
Some, for Rel;gion did pretend to fight ; 
Some, for the Koyal, fome-for Comman-Kig ht ; 
But, I perceiv'd Self-Intereſt was that 
Which principally molt mea aimed at ; 
And had not thexeof a bare jealouhe, 
For, *ewas apparant by that Policy 
With which they proſecuted their Intent, 
Whart elſe by them could probably be meant, 
Who jugling with both ſides, to none were true, 
But as their own advantage might enſue ? 
Who, fiding with one Party, tent a Brother, 
A Son, or elle a Nephew to the other ; 
Who mutually did their Defgns adyance 
With Correſpondence, and with Maintenance ? 
With Counſels and with Treaſure Rrenghoing thoſe 
Unſeea, whom they did openly oppoſe ? 
And otherwhile, by murdriogfheir own Friends, 
Made bloody paſlages to their ſg/f-erds ? 
Thus did they, yer, fome of choſe now appear 
In becter cale, than we, whoſe Atings were 
Moſt innocent. Bur, though we ſufter firſt, 
The berter ſeeming Ggme will prove the worſt. 
For my part, though it colt me all I had 
To keep.my Conſcience clear, a ſhifc I made ; 
And, am as well contented with my Lot, 
As they are, who have by my Loſles gor, 

Truſt rather therefore thine own Conſcience,then 
} Upon the Counſel of .ſev'a wiſer men : 
For, in a dubious path, no humane light 


So well direRts us how to walk upright, . 
I 


If fo far forth as G OD doth means provide, 

We take his Word and Spirit for our Guide, 

Be faithful ro the preſent Government 

That G OD permits, to wharſoere intenc 

He doth permic it, or what-ere it be; 

For, (as I ſaid) LORD of all Pow'r is He ; 

And, ev'ry Government is good, fave when 

It is uſurped by wnrighteows men; 

And, we mult bear it chen, till he ſhall pleaſe 

Who laid it on us, to youchſafe us eaſe ; 

Becauſe (though He permitterh ir) our Si» 

Was that, yea that alone, which brought ir in. 
We may, and muſt endeavour in our places, 

(According to thoſe Talents and thoſe Graces 

Which G OD beltows) to offer that which may 

Help keep them in a ſafe and Righteous way, 

For their ſakes and our own ; and, withourt fear, 

Speak to that end, what we ſhall know or hear, 

(Though they offended be ) ſo we apply 

Our Ba/m wich prudence and ſobriety, 

Our ſeeking to reforir, by a courſe 

Not lawful, will bux make it much the worſe ; 

Whereas, if we with patience do attend 

On GOD, he'l better, what we cannot mend, 

Or, elſe, with His own hand, deſtroy ic.quite, 

Ev'n when their Tran is at, the height, 


Theſe are my Principles : Theſe, without fear, 


Have kept me, and will keep me ſtill, who ere 
Shall govern me ; and whether Right or Wrong, 
Be done me cither /irtle-while, or long. 
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X I 11. 
A Scrap added to the former, fince the ſending of the 
Authors Remonſirance to the houſe of Commons. 


Hough Liberty T've loſt, with my Efate, 
T Yer, as things are, I wonder not thereart , 
Nor maxyel that my Poem, for which here 
I fuffer, tothe World mult not appear : 

For, I confeſs, ir ſpeaks not in a ffrair, 
Which Flatt'rerg with efleem can entertain ; 
And they by whom I haye accuſed been, 
Would miſs cheir Am, were that in Publick ſeen ; 
Occaſion hkewife I ſhould not have had, 
Of that adyantage, which is thereby made. 

Bur, one thing (which cill now I thought not fic 
To mention ) I admir'd at, and do yet; 
Ev'n this, That, being of ail elſe berefr, 
The ſame Tools in my pow'r ſhould till be left, 
V'Vhereby offence was given, and by Which 
My FVindication will be turther'd much, 
It was a Mercy, bur, ſure, not of men, 
That, I bereaved was not of my Per 
Whea 1 was ficlt reftrain'd, and allo ſent, 
(As many are) to cloſe Impriſonment ; 
Which, at this time had greater miſchief done, 
Than all that I, till now have undergone, 
And this, I here expreſs, not to ontbrave 
Mans fwnry, but, that GOD may Glory have 
By that Aſwrance, wherewith, me he arms 
In preſent ſuffrings, againſt future harms. 

For that cauſe, in this manner, is reyeal'd 
That, which a wiſer man would have conceal'd ; 
And, though, I ſomewhat over peremptory (Glory 
May ſeem; yet, when T1 _—_ honour, and G O — 

) 


Do lie at ſtake, 1 know a ſervile peaking 

To be a fooliſh and uncomly ſneaking ; 

Not onely diſadvantaging the ſpeaker, 

Bur, rendring alſo righrteoms Canſes weaker, 
All men to Caſualties expoſed be, 

And, things befall to others, as to me z 

Ev'n unto them, who are above my fphear, 

And, were occafion of my lodging here, 

When I had been above fix months, debar'd 

Of Liberty, unpitti'd, and unheard ; 

Accuſ'd for Libelling, becaule I had 

A private Recapitulation made 

Of what I knew, as well by ſight as fawe, 

(And, for which, yet, unheard, confin'd I am ) 

Five Perſons, of no mean degree, were ſent 

To be my Fellows by Impriſenment 

Within this Jayl ; and, at this preſent are 

_ Charg'd with fuſpition of no leſs Crimes here 

Than Theft aad Murder ; And, there's one among 

That »wmber, Which at this time doth'belong 

To that Society, which I am faid 

To have defam'd, and therefore here was laid ; 

Though I in private only, had declar'd 

In genral terms, what common fame aver'd. 

| And, which now ſeem not fo incredible 

As they were thought, nor things impoſſible, 

Yer, wich unfeignedneſs, defice 1 dog 

They may be guiltleſs found, if they be ſo, 

And quir, without endeavouring to {mother 

Two Crimes, by perpetrating of another : 

For, guilt to cover, and dama Innocents, 

Is nor in theſe-dayes without Preſidents : 

And, Preſidents ( although not worth a firaw) 

By fome are made cquivolent to Law, "uy 

If 
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Their Tawth 1 greatly pitty, though the Rage 
Of eſſers pitty not my Age, 
CR fraight __ be expoſed, 
Whilk here, deſpif'd of all, I am incloſed. 
Now chey,and I, until we ſhall be try'd 

All ſcandalous conjeRures mult abide ; 
And, if upon the Teft, their AR appears 
Miſtook ; why may not mine as well as theirs 
Miſtaken be ? fince I more hy am 
Than they, by Prejwdice to ſuffer blame ? 
And have lefle outward means of windic ation, 
From an unjuſt and caufleſs imputation ? 
Bur, they, and I, ſhall have, when our time's come, 
That, which G OD hath appointed for our Door. 
He will be Ryghteows, though men are'not (o; 
Whatere He pleaſes, therefore let Him do. 
We, by the Fftice, which will then be done, 
Shall know, whar's likely to eoſue thereon 
To other men, who live in expeQation 
Of Juſtice, or of due Commaileration, 
And, if with meekneſs,upon GOD we reſt, (be, 
That, which threats worſt things, will produce the 

They whom I have diſpleaſ'd, may now be merry; 
For, I have ſcribled untl I am weary : 
And ſhall, perhaps, no more be troubleſome 
Thu png on what's conceiv'd to light ſhal come; 
But, then permit them from thenceforth, to do 
What they intend, till chey are weary too. 
In this avode I have little more to fer 
To ſay, or do, butdowa to lye and ſuffer ; 
Aſlur'd, that ( if no good effets that have 
Which I have writ ) A Poem in my Grave 
Compoſ'd and hither ſent, would be no more 


I, than my Writings heretofore. wes 
2 


T have expreſt enough to men of Reaſon, 
Who know when ſober Truths come forth in ſeaſon: 
Now, therefore, if GOD pleaſe, ler them who ſhall 
Deſire them, take Pe», Credit, Life, and all ; 

Bur let them therewith know, that they will be 

So dealt withall, as they ſhall deal with me. 

'Tis now known, What ve done, what 1 can ſay, 
Aad, what / ſuffer, but not what I may. 


Qui jacet in Terra, non habet unde cadet, 


«The World can him undo no more, 
«Whom ſhe hath quite undone before : 
«Bur, he whom G O D ſhall ſmile upon, 
«May loſe all, yet not be wndone, 


A few Lines more 1'le add : I hear ſome ſay, 
This will occaſion reading quite away 
All Liberties at once, and many think, 
That henceforth oeither P aper, Pen, not Ink 
Will be allow'd me, nor a Viſtanr, 
Which may ſupply me. with what I ſhall want : 
Yea, that I may be thither ſent, where none 
Shall ſee, or hear, what muſt be undergone , 
And, that nought can be hop'd for, but Perdition 
In ſuch a place, and ſuch a ſad condition. 
Yer, this I fear not + For, there is no place 
On Earth, or any ſuch diſtreſſed caſe, 
As no Redreſs admits. There's not alone 
For ev'ry Grief, a Cure, for ev'ry one 
In ev'ry Country , But, each man about him 
Hath alſo that, within him, or without him, 
Which known, and by G O D's aid applied, cures 
All Maladies, and all Diſtemperatares. 
The greateſt Tyrants pow'r extends not to 
All choſe things, which he hath a Wil to do. 


Nor 
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Nor is there afy Miſery, ot Place 

Whereby I can be ſhut up from G O D's Grace, 

What more I may now, or hereafter bear, 

Increaſes not my terrowy or my care : 

Nay, ſo far am I from the dread of that 

Which may befall in ſuch a ſad eſtate; 

That when I think on what the Rage of wen _ 

Shall do at worft ; And what G OD will do they, 

It keeps me pleal'd, For, to deliver me 

(What ere berides) a thouſand wayes hath he. 

He, that can make fafe paſſage through the Seas, 

And, through 2 Fiery Furnace, it He pleaſe, 

IT gives me, of that Grace 

Which will youchſafed be in ſuch a Caſe. 

Joſeph was long in Priſon ; yer G OD ſent 

A means to free him from Impriſonment, 

In ſuch a mode, chat, if within our Creed 

It be, *rwill very well deſerye our heed, 

The World can neither bring me to difþair, 

Nor me deprive of Hope, Faith, Love, or Prayr ; 

Nor take away, or unto me reſtore 

Ought, making my Aſſwraxce leſs or more. 

GOD clothes. the Lilies, and doth Sparrows feed ; 

He can turn Stones to Bread, if there be need : 

And, could I down to Hell by men be driven, 

When I came thither, I ſhould find it Heaven, 
The Bugbears, wherewithall the World aflays 

To $skare me, could not in my childiſh dayes 

Afﬀcight me, I was exerciz'd in youth 

(For loving Honeſty, and writing Truth) 

Witch firit [mpriſonments, and made ere fince 

A Stone (to very many) of offence, 

Kicke to and fro, till thereat many broke 

Their ſhins at leaſt, yet harm1I neyer took. 

| ; os G OD 


G OD hath preſerved me now rs, 
In his Work foal roubles, _—_ 7 
From Poverty -and Shame in worſt of times ; 
From mine own Follies, Vanities and Crimes , 
From Famines, Peſtilences, raging War, 
And Tyrants,worſe than thoſe three Judgments are, 
Without diſmay, ev'n when it ſo betell, 
That men ia greateſt pow'r ſped not fo well. 
In plaia terms I did often repreſent 
Their failings, to the late Long Parliament, 
Yet ſcap'c their fazy, though I could not ſcape 
Their Fraud, nor Paremerſhip in that miſhap, 
Which their I#9providence occafion'd then, 
Both co themſelves, and many berter men. 
Bur, that will for my welfare prove at laſt, 
As certainly, as that which in time paſt, 
I told chem would befall, is at this day 
Fulfill'd upon them, ev'ry ſev'ral way ; 
And, will continue, till their Frery Tryad, 
Hath brought men to thar real ſelf-denial, 
Which them will qualifie to carry on 
The Work which GOD iatendeth ſhall be done. 
I likewiſe did preſage to Oliver, 
In bold words to his face, and wichout fear, 
What would at laſt befall him : and I knew 
(Though he difſembled it) what would enfue 
For ſuch plain.dealing : yen, I ſoon did find, 
By what courſe my deftrution was delign'd ; 
Bur,whilſt he thought, Tthought my ſelf befriended, 
GOD taught me to prevent what he intended, 
That, I might ſuffer, as now at this time, 
What gives more cauſe of glorifying Him. 
By theſe Experiments confirm'd I am, 
My G OD will alwayes beco me the fame, The 
| c 
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That he hath been, and ratifie that Truth 
In my old Age, that I believ'd in Toth, 


By makiog that, which likely ſeems to double 
My ſorrows, to help others ia cheir crouble, 

VVich conſtancy and _—_ to ſultain 
Their Burdens, Whillt upon them they remain, 
And, peradyenture, they will be ſo wiſe, 

VVhoſe Indignation, yet upon me hes, 
That,when they heed what GOD for me hath done; 
And may de, they'l confider fo thereon, 
That they who were my Foes, my Friends will be. 


And ſave themſelves, by their deliv'ring me. 


G OD can effeR this for me, if He pleaſe : 


For, He doth many ftranger things than theſe, 


Burt, let Him do his Will. VVhat ere is done, 


He is my Tr»ff, and, Him T'le reſt upon. 


If ſuch a Famine, as i threatned, comes, 


There will be need of ſuch like Scraps and Crums. 


But, theſe, to none can toothſome be, unleſs 
T hey thirft and bunger after Righteouſceſs : 


For, they will reliſh untd all men els, 


Like fleſhleſs bones, of Rd eo! - 
e are 


Perhaps, to ſome few, t 
Of Phyfical hf in = of 
If, careleſly they be not caſt a 


need, 


But, prudently and ſcaſonabl 'd. 
To that end, A ws hk 4 them 


From . loft, by whoſe means ye now have them, 


They Relits are of that continnal Feaſt 


My Conſcience makes me ; and 


To ev'ry one of them ſubſcribe 


/ pm eſt 


may 3 


For 1 have proved thens by night and day. 


They 


They are but part of larger Meditations 
( Thu worded, for my daily Recreations ) 
For whilſt to write them down, I did aſſay, 
The greateſt portion of them flew away. 


c 


VERSE $ written by Mr, George Wither upon 
three Trenchers with Oker, ducing his cloſe- 
Impriſonment, and carried to the Lieutenanc 
of the Tower . by the ſaid Priſoners Keeper, 


_—_— 


George Wither, cloſe Priſoner, to the Lieut. 
of the Tower. 

IR, I have been a /Priſ»er now fix times, 

For no worſe faults,than j#u/t Reproofs of Crimes, 
Nigh fifty years acquainted with the pow'r 
Of Faylors ; and, ſhall ſhortly know the Tower, 
To be the beſt, 'or elſe the wor#t of all 
Confinements, which did hitherto befall. 

All my defenſive Arms are took away, 
Now therefore, I aſſume ſuch as I may ; 
And, fince my Lot affords no better Tools, 

A Trencher mark't with Oker, Lead, or Coals, 

Shall be my Buck/er, Sword, and Advocate 

To you, in chis my much oppreſt eſtate, 

Theſe, long experience taught me to provide, 

When ſuch a ſtrait was likely to beride ; 

And, if you take them from me, you will do 

More than your Order doth oblige you to, 

Or Charity allows : for, I'm nor free 

To come to you, nor Will you come art me ; 

Though wiſe, and good, and hononrable men, 

Have thought me worth a vii; (now and ny 
en 
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When I was inthe much deſpiſed Fg - 
Of Newgere ; ſome from thence were freed 
Though charg'd with Theft & Murder; and 1 may 
Expe& that Priviledge as well as they : 

But, kiſſing goes by favovr ; and Iack 

The Sever Key, which way thereto doth make, 
And by: the wanc whereof, 1 find this place 
Afﬀords not uato me, the common-grace 
Allow'dto Rogues, nor ſo much as a S/ave 


In Twrky, ot 1n- Barbpry may have : 
For, they, have Bre Water ac the leaft, 
And Place them,” wherein to reft, 


VVicbouc excorting more than an be. had 

(Unleſs cheir Fleſh could inro Coynibemade) 

VVhereas the* Mercy which this plage affords 

(In Age andiSichkrneſs) had been nakedifibards, 

And fFoneg for bread, bad not my Wife, by giving 

VVhat Charity beſtow'd to keep her __ x 

Prevenced far a week, what was —_— 

To me, thenge-forward,” itwe canoe 

beforehand, weekly ro bring, 

And iavethe (tripping of me to the skan't 

By which means, that ſmpeachm intended, 
y noC'be drawn up, till my Li ended”; - 

So, they with labour;.who 39ay a 

To mould my P«niſhmext another way , 

VVhich I conceiy'd, would more yexation be 

To tome, .than all my Suffrings are to me. 
Priſners ſhould geoely uſed be, (if mild) 

Not curtiſhly opprefſed and revil'd + 

For (though negleQed ) we haveiill a Low, 


\ V'Vhereby ſuch Jaylors may be kept in awe. 


Know, Sir, that much abuſe to me is done ; 
Which is not an Abuſe ro me alone, 
I But, 


But likewiſe t6 your ſelf, and to the nature 
Anil priviledge of eviry humane creature. ' 
For which cauſe, being willing to prevenc, 
Both your Diſhonowr, and my Derriment,  . 
I this way have contrived to declare 
My-mind ; and that, I my Affronts can bear; 
Though (to my knowledge) fince my name was 3. 
' I was notVilkaincall'd, nll 1 came hither; (they 
Nor from, ought, for preſerving health, debatr'd ; 
Though, oft my uſage hath been very hard, - 
The mercy of preceding tiffigs was fuch, 
That Priſners hereg” wete not lo muc 
For, all Cloſe. Priſmers, (for what Crime ſocre 
Accuf'd)! 


pa | 
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They whe | row, | id briag 
Diſhonowtieg/the Naror,: andthe. ket 
Them, cloſely impriſeo, . who have "F; 


| orred bin. 

Where's nothing lefr, therglorhing can be goe ; 

And, to opprefs, becauſe mew/have it nor, 

Is an inhumane, aod a brudhevil, ; - 

That's found io none, but ans #acerrate Devil, 
Sir, by profeſſion, you 4 Chriſtian are, 

And, I hope, this mind, is from you (0 far, 4 

That you all civil «ſages will daign, © 

So long as in your keeping. 1 remain. 


| 


le 


A Cat ho more can yeeld you, but her skin, 

If Sheep do pay the Fleeses they are in, 

They'l grow again, ſo you from Cars preſerve them, 
And ſhut them not fo cloſe up, that you Rarve them. 
That which concerneth other men, and me, 

T hts day, another day your caſe may be : 

For, Changes are not fixt with ſuch a Pin, 


| Bur, that thoſe things may happen, which have bin, 


Conſider it : If Mercy you extend, 

'Twill make a becrer man than I your Friend ; 
And much more honour you, than all your pow'r, 
As eAlderman, Lieutenant of the Towre, 

And Member of the Commons, it (evere 

You prove to me, beyond what I can bear: 

For, if chrough want, I periſh in theſe bands, 

My Blood will be required at your hands ; 

And, you will find, that I am own'd by Hi, 
Who juſtifieth, whea ma» doth condema. 

Do as your heart inclines : If you deny me 
Things needftul, GO D himſelf will chen fupply me 
With (trength to bear ir, till I ſhall 2njoy 
That Freedom, which no mortal can Heltroy : 
And when the World hath done the wortt ſhe can, 
Good men will ſay, I was an boneſt men, 

To GOD, Prince, Conſcience,and my C ownrry true, 
What-ever, on my Trya/, ſhall enſue . 

Yea, though with rigor I may ſuffer all 

Thar's threatned, and ſeems likely to befall, 

I do not yet perceive, which way G O D can 

Be honout'd more by any mortal man, 

Than by the Foy and Comrage he may give him, 


| When others think they molt extreamly grieve him, 


If I had ſuffred leſs fince I begun 
To ferye Him ; I his #ork could not have done; 
i 2 And 
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And, what I now ſhall ſ@ffer, may add more 
Unto his Honowr, than all heretofore, 
And, from that, whereto Conſc;ence doth invite, 

Puniſhment, will not one man aftright 
Who owns my Principles , and ſhall have grace 
To a them ſoberly, in his own place, 

Sir, I have rwenty times as much to ſay, 

But, here I am compelled to make ſay ; 
For lo, this Trencher will contain no more, | 


And, Paper muſt not come within my doot, 


Your Priloner, Geo, Wither, 


Hearing it veparted, that the Diurnal women 
cried the news of bis Irapeachment for Trea.. 


fon, be coppoſed thi Epigram, 


Am preferr'd from Newgate to the Tow'r ; 
And,as the Swmmers beat mends:Ale that's fowr, | 
So, here my Rate is mended ; and what follows, 
May be, for ought þ yer perceive, the Gallows. 
Hark ! what is that which now che woman cryes, 
Who, this day (cllecth weckly Travhs and Lyes ? 
How 1 "a", [mpleachment againſt Major Wither ? 
Thele words, methinks, ſeem nor well put togerher. 
Bur, lerthem paſſe, until I know the reaſon ; 
Perhaps, 2 kind of .wh:fcling of Treaſon 
I am thought guilty of : and if ſome ſay 
The Fox's ears are horns, who help it may ? 
Theſe Novels, only pleaſe, er ale affihe, 


Children & Fools, who know not black from white, f 


Nor right from wrong ; and quite contrary things 
They'l cel next week,to what this week forth 74 
We 
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However, Friends, be not thereof afeard, 
He thac ſball Rand accuſed, muſt be clear'd, 
Or elſe .condemn'd, before that any one 
Can julily fay, that right or wrong is done. 
The {ommons do intend to vindicate 
Their Honour ; and I am not griev'd thereat, 
For, it concerns them , and the Reputation 
Of their Howſe is the Honour of the Nation. 
If that which I have writ, ſed:tiows be, 
Or ſcandalows, *ewas not,ſo made by me ; 
Bur, rather, by fome Members of their own , 
For, to-all other men, ic- is unknown ; 
And was by me, compoſ'd with an intent, 
Both Scandal and Sedition to prevent, 
As that Remonſtrance truly hath averd, 
Which to their Speaker 1 long fince preferd, 
I did but part of that in privare write, 
Which gearally was fam'd, that make I might 
Good ule thereof : And, if chat be a crime, 
[ know it was not fo 1n former time, 
Nor will be fo hereafter, unleſs we 
To univerſal Ruine deftin'd be, 
It their Proceed againſt me be ſevere, 
The more my [nnocency will appear 
To prudent men , And, if 1 wronged ©, 
The more G O D will be merciful ro m® 
He that beneath his #/»gs hathahis abidiogs, 
Needs not to be afraid of ev/ tidings, 


Though they cry'd,Fire && Brimftone is deſcending, 


For, Angels alwayes are on him attending, 
If they, as conſciencious be, as wiſe, 
Upon whom now an /mpoſition lies ( 


To charge me; They, perhaps, when they have 
What I haye dove, with what I've writ and ſaid 


'd 
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In my defence; will to that ſerie incline, 
Whereby the Honour of heir Houſe, and mine, 
May joyntly be prefſery'd, and make good ule 

Of that which hath been deemed an abuſe, 

I know diſcreet men cainot be ſo mad, 

To make that worſe, which is aJready bad, 
Or, not to leave one ſingle perſon free 

To ſpeak Truth plainly, when juſt cauſe may be. 
For, they ſo underſtand, what Coth belong 

To Free-men, and to Slaves, to right and wrong ; 
That, ro excuſe the breach of any Laws, 

I ſhall not need a Favour worth two (traws, 

It Juſtice may take place, (as I conceive 

Ir will, whea they my Innocence perceive.) 
Yea, peradyenture, they, who yer ſeem Foes, 
Will be to me fo friendly in the cloſe, 

Thacr they will by their F«ſtice, honour gain, 
And, me into their favour entertain. 

One b#tey herb ſpoils not a pot of Broth, 
(Though ſome the fingle taſt chereot may loath) 
But, makes the fame perhaps much wholſomer 
Than if it totally omitted were, 
The beſt a mong 1, at the beſt are ſinners, 
And, in trfue Penitence, but new beginners, 
Who neea. forgiveneſs : and, GOD will beſtow 
Suchs Meycy, as ro other men we ſhow. 

Tis wer the cutting-off of one mans ears | 
Will op the Yorce which ev'ry body hears ; 
Nor poſlibfe, if 7 ongue and Life they take 
From me, to make all men afraid to ſpeak: 

Nor is'c in Whiylwinds, which the Rocks do rend, 
Whereby G OD will into mens hearts deſcend, 
Sunſhine makes us thoſe Robes aſide to lay, 


Which furious Tempeits cannot tear away : ro# 
n 


And, they whom Threatnings cannot Wor 
By Gentleneſs and Kindneſs may be won : 
Toyeeld up their own Judgments, and their Wl, 


-/ Sometime for good, and otherwhile for «ll. 


G OD by his Grace, preſerve me from that ſzrare, 
And then, come what come will, I nothing fear. 
For, chiefeſt cauſes of the greateſt Evils, 


» Are theſe ; kind Foes, good Witches, and white 


(Devils. 


Ingenii Largitor Venter, 
(witty ; 
Hz will break Stonewalls, and make Fools 
When others will not we onr ſelves muſt pitty : 
For, he that wholly doth bimſelf negleR, 
Cannot his Neighbovr heartily affeR, 
And, if we love not thoſe whom we have ſeen, 
The Love of G.@D in us hath not yer.2cen. 
By what Expedidne, T ſhall henceforthrger 
A means to vent my thowghts, I know not yer. 
My Black-lead"'Zook away ; and worn out quice 
My Oker-penſil is ; therefore Good-might, 
All I can now do, is to ft and think, 
What might be wric with Paper, Pen and (nk, 


GEO.WITHER, 
Cloſe-Priſotier, 


